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V
ideotapes of B

oard of T
rustees m

eetings
are broadcast on C

able C
hannel 18

on W
ednesdays (8:15 p.m

.) and S
aturdays

(1:30 p.m
.) follow

ing each m
eeting.

E
m

ergency N
um

bers
F

ire  911
P

olice  911
A

m
bulance  911

E
lectric 766-5800

W
ater 678-9252

N
ights &

 W
eekends 766-5800

A
 com

plete C
alender of E

vents,

is available on the V
illage’s w

ebsite

w
w

w
.rvcny.us

F
or general inform

ation
C

all 678-9300

E
vents are at V

illage H
all unless

otherw
ise indicated.

T
he State of the V

illage
B

y M
ayor E

ugene J. M
urray

I am
 happy once again to

report to our residents and
business ow

ners that the V
illage

of R
ockville C

entre rem
ains a

prem
ier place to live, w

ork, and
raise a fam

ily.
E

very year I have the
pleasure to rem

ind you of our
high quality services, of our
efficient adm

inistration, and of
our low

 taxes. O
ur w

ater and
electricity cost less because w

e
operate our ow

n utilities. O
ur

police, fire, and em
ergency

responses are faster and m
ore

reliable because they are part of
our V

illage governm
ent.

C
on

tin
u

ed form
 page 1

C
on

tin
u

ed on
 page 4

M
ayor M

urray delivers his State of Village A
ddress at

the Village B
oard of Trustee m

eeting on January 10.

O
ur recreational and senior services

are responsive to the needs of our residents;
our streets are cleared of trash, leaves, and
snow

 quickly and efficiently. A
nd w

e do
these things so w

ell and so consistently
because w

e run our ow
n departm

ents.
T

hese departm
ents are overseen by a

conscientious professional adm
inistration

dedicated to providing —
 as our M

ission
S

tatem
ent says —

 reliable, high-quality,
cost-efficient services in a courteous and
professional m

anner.
O

ur building departm
ent, our zoning

board, and our planning board operate
openly, right in front of the public.
Inform

ation, docum
ents, and explanations

of our law
s and codes are readily provided

to all interested parties.
W

e are a m
unicipality that pays atten-

tion to the needs of our residents and busi-
nesses and that takes seriously our duty to be
the stew

ards of our extensive infrastructure.
M

uch of our attention is focused on
conscientious planning for R

ockville
C

entre’s future. A
nd som

e of our biggest
accom

plishm
ents are not easy to see. Y

ou
m

ay see that w
e consistently repave about

tw
o m

iles of roadw
ay each year, repairing

and im
proving our residential streets.

O
ver the past 10 years, w

e have
repaved nearly 22 m

iles of our 52 m
iles of

roadw
ay, an investm

ent that has cost just
over $10 m

illion.
In 2004 w

e paved m
ore than a quarter

of a m
ile on G

rand A
venue, on P

ow
ell

A
venue, and on Fountain A

venue and alm
ost

as m
uch on R

eid A
venue. W

e also repaved
substantial portions of Seam

an A
venue and

all of Forest Place, Irving Place, Shelton
C

ourt, W
hitby, A

lbany, K
irkw

all, and
B

radford.
B

ut w
hat you don’t see is that beneath

the surface w
e are also im

proving drainage
and enhancing our w

ater system
. O

n every
street w

e w
ork on, w

e are replacing old 4-
inch w

ater m
ains w

ith new
 6- or 8-inch m

ains.
T

hese im
provem

ents continue our
aggressive 

approach 
to 

our 
w

ater
infrastructure 

that 
began 

w
ith 

the
installation of the iron filtration plant in
2001. T

hat plant rem
oves nearly 98 percent

of the iron dissolved in the w
ater as it com

es
out of the ground from

 our E
ast Side w

ells.
(W

ater from
 the V

illage’s eight other w
ells

contains m
uch low

er iron concentrations
and is not in need of iron filtration.)

T
he com

bination of filtration, larger
m

ains, and loops instead of dead ends has
virtually elim

inated our old problem
s. A

nd
these m

easures have im
proved the system

in other w
ays. W

e used to have to flush the
system

 by opening the hydrants tw
ice a year

and letting the w
ater run until it w

as clear,
w

hich often took half an hour.
B

ut now
 the w

ater runs clear in a
m

atter of m
inutes, m

eaning that there is very
little build-up in the system

 anym
ore. W

e

m
ay soon be able to flush the system

 just once
a year instead of tw

ice, elim
inating that

inconvenience for our residents.
A

nd the increased w
ater flow

 through the
larger pipes m

eans that there is m
ore w

ater
available to the fire departm

ent should a fire
occur.F

or 2005, the B
oard has already

authorized the engineering w
ork for streets

that 
w

e 
m

ay 
w

ork 
on 

next 
sum

m
er,

continuing our ongoing roadw
ay and w

ater
system

 infrastructure im
provem

ents.
T

he prelim
inary engineering w

ork has
been approved for m

ore than tw
o and one-

third m
iles on eight streets.

T
his prelim

inary engineering w
ork also

includes plans for replacing the old 4-inch
m

ains beneath these roadw
ays w

ith new
6- or 8-inch m

ains.
W

e are also im
proving our athletic

infrastructure —
 thanks to a creative

financing agreem
ent w

ith M
olloy C

ollege —
by installing state-of-the-art artificial surfaces
to the tw

o soccer / lacrosse fields at the Skelos
Sports C

om
plex on Peninsula B

oulevard, our
new

est, best, and m
ost beautiful park and

recreation facility.
T

he artificial turf w
ill be m

uch easier to
m

aintain than natural grass and w
ill allow

m
uch greater utilization of this prem

ier
facility. W

e w
ill no longer have to “rest”

natural grass or w
orry about replacing and

regrow
ing w

orn areas.
T

hese im
provem

ents are costly, but w
e

are able to afford them
 because w

e w
ork a

little at a tim
e, because w

e have long-range
plans for our infrastructure, and because w

e
prepare sound, prudent budgets that are
approved of in the financial com

m
unity w

here
w

e m
ust go for financing.

O
ur budgeting has been difficult over the

past few
 years because w

e have been forced
to pay huge increases in our health insurance
and pension prem

ium
s. Just three years ago,

R
ockville C

entre contributed about $130,000
to the state pension plan for our m

unicipal
em

ployees. T
his year, our contribution has

increased m
ore than 15 tim

es that am
ount to

$2.1 m
illion.

B
ut despite these skyrocketing costs,

R
ockville C

entre has been able to balance its
budget w

ithout steep tax increases.
A

ctually, w
e have done m

uch better than
balance our budget. W

e closed out the last
fiscal year w

ith a $1.8 m
illion unreserved

fund balance, a cushion for any unanticipated
financial reversals and a key reason for our
very high credit rating.

T
he V

illage recently concluded its first
audit under new

, stricter national standards
for m

unicipalities and passed w
ith flying col-

ors.  For the eighth year in a row
, R

ockville

C
entre has received an aw

ard for E
xcellence

in Financial R
eporting from

 the non-profit
G

overnm
ent Financial O

fficers A
ssociation.

O
ur independent auditor confirm

ed this
fall w

hat the rating agencies reported last
sum

m
er: that R

ockville C
entre operates on

a very solid financial footing.
M

oody’s 
Investor 

S
ervices 

and
S

tandard &
 P

oor’s, citing the V
illage’s

“sound financial m
anagem

ent,” have again
assigned very high ratings to $8.7 m

illion
of R

ockville C
entre general obligation

bonds. O
ur ratings are am

ong the very
highest that these agencies have assigned to
L

ong Island m
unicipalities.

B
oth M

oody’s and Standard &
 Poor’s

also based their ratings on the V
illage’s high

w
ealth and incom

e levels, on our rapid
retirem

ent of m
odest levels of debt, and on

our self-supporting electric and w
ater

utilities.
T

he 
M

oody’s 
analysis 

cited 
the

V
illage’s “track record of tim

ely tax rate
increases, strong budgetary control, and
m

anagem
ent’s com

m
itm

ent to m
aintain

adequate reserves.”
M

oody’s also predicted a good finan-
cial future for the V

illage based on its “low
direct debt burden

and rapid payout of debt.”
T

he proceeds of these bonds w
ill

finance various capital projects, including
future street paving and w

ater m
ain

replacem
ent and the new

 electric substation,
another w

ay w
e are preparing for R

ockville
C

entre’s future.
R

ockville C
entre w

as granted its first
electric rate increase in 10 years last year
and still our electric rates are at least 30
percent low

er than m
ost of the rest of L

ong
Island.

W
e needed this increase to cover the

norm
al grow

th in operating expenses over

that 10-year period and to help pay for a
planned $5 m

illion upgrade to our pow
er

system
. T

he project includes installing a
new

 substation at the E
lectric D

epartm
ent

on M
aple A

venue and m
aking technical

im
provem

ents to the distribution system
that w

ill im
prove reliability.

T
hese are also expensive investm

ents
in 

our 
infrastructure, 

but 
they 

are
necessary to insure an adequate supply of
electricity into the foreseeable future. A

nd
again w

e can afford them
 because w

e have
planned for them

, because your V
illage

governm
ent is dedicated to serving the

needs of our residents and our business
com

m
unity.

T
here is now

here you m
ight go to get

better service and better attention from
 a

m
ayor or from

 a board of trustees.
O

ur high credit rating, our low
 taxes,

our low
 utility rates, and our efficient

adm
inistration continue to attract new

businesses and new
 developm

ent and to
produce higher hom

e values. W
e have a

thriving business district w
ith a very high

occupancy rate. O
ffice space for m

edical,
legal and financial professionals continues
to grow

. O
ur restaurants and m

ovie theaters
continue 

to 
bring 

crow
ds 

into 
the

dow
ntow

n areas w
here the foot traffic

benefits our m
any retail shops.

T
he V

illage is a partner w
ith our very

active C
ham

ber of C
om

m
erce on events

and projects that m
ake our dow

ntow
n

inviting to shoppers.
Y

our V
illage governm

ent continues to
be good governm

ent, at the closest level to
the people, dedicated to keeping R

ockville
C

entre such a desirable com
m

unity in
w

hich to w
ork, live, and raise a fam

ily.
A

nd the B
oard and I w

ill continue to
w

ork to keep it that w
ay.

T
he State of the V

illage



V
illage H

all C
om

m
ents

* * *
M

y sojourn into Q
ueens w

as not
to m

inim
ize the concerns our residents

h
av

e reg
ard

in
g

 o
u

r V
illag

e an
d

developm
ent. F

rankly, w
e w

ork hard
in

 o
u

r V
illag

e to
 assu

re th
at w

e
m

aintain that suburban feel.
O

ur Planning and Z
oning boards,

tw
o groups consisting of dedicated vol-

unteers, give endless hours of their ow
n

tim
e w

orking to aid and preserve our
com

m
unity. T

he V
illage B

oard, after
years of w

ork, created the L
ittle Tow

n
zone, creating a buffer zone betw

een
the business and residential districts.

In fact, the M
aple A

venue Task
F

orce w
as delighted that this change

gave rise to a new
 condom

inium
developm

ent on M
aple A

venue, w
here

previously heavy com
m

ercial or strip
m

all 
d

ev
elo

p
m

en
t 

m
ig

h
t 

h
av

e
occurred. T

his type of developm
ent

also helps our V
illage sports groups in

a w
ay that non-residential develop-

m
ent cannot, as the law

 allow
s us to

im
pose fees in lieu of parkland, w

hich
is m

oney specifically allocated tow
ard

the im
provem

ent of our parkland.
F

u
rth

er, 
in

 
2

0
0

5
 

w
e 

w
ill

com
m

ence a review
 of other areas in

our V
illage w

here such zones m
ight

m
ake sense and w

e w
ill continue to

review
 potential restrictions on devel-

opm
ent density. W

e w
ill continue to

protect our residents and our business
ow

ners for, as w
e all understand, it is

the successful union of the tw
o that has

given R
V

C
 its special character.

W
e w

ill continue to advance our
recreation facilities and program

s, im
-

prove our roads and infrastructure, and
revitalize our aging fleets of vehicles.
A

nd w
e w

ill continue to serve in the best
interests of our V

illage and its residents.
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P
ublished by the Village of R
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E
ugene J. M

urray, M
ayor

Trustees
M

ary W
halen B

ossart
W

ayne H
. L

ipton
G

regory F. R
inn

Jam
es C

. Sutton

For inform
ation concerning V

illage facilities, residents are
invited 

to 
telephone 

R
onald 

J. 
W

asson, 
V

illage
A

dm
inistrator, C

lerk-Treasurer, 678-9300

R
V

C
 vs. Q

ueens

O
ver the past

y
ear o

r so
 I’v

e
h

eard
 

th
e 

cry
“W

e’re becom
ing

just like Q
ueens”

fro
m

 
a 

sm
all

n
u

m
b

er 
o

f 
th

e
resid

en
ts o

f o
u

r
fair V

illage. N
ow

frankly, this puzzled m
e greatly, as I

happen to be quite fam
iliar w

ith that
w

onderful borough.
To w

it: I w
as born in Flushing, w

as
young in the M

etropolitan (the M
ets)

section of W
oodside (or S

t. Teresa’s
P

arish, as the Irish horde in the area
w

ould identify it by), spent sum
m

ers
in W

hitestone, lived in M
iddle V

illage,
w

orked briefly in L
ong Island C

ity,
K

ew
 G

ardens, and Jackson H
eights,

played tennis in F
orest H

ills (though
not in that big tournam

ent), then
w

orked for m
any years in both B

ayside
and F

resh M
eadow

s.
S

o to hear the com
parison above

gave m
e great pause for thought. I

steadfastly determ
ined that I w

ould
revisit m

y form
er haunts to see if w

e
w

ere indeed becom
ing like Q

ueens. So
I hopped into m

y trusty four-w
heel

drive —
 a sign of suburbia right there

—
  and follow

ing the advice of H
orace

G
reeley, this young m

an headed w
est.

M
y first stop w

as B
ayside, hom

e
of B

ell B
oulevard, and generally

reg
ard

ed
 as o

n
e o

f th
e p

rem
ier

com
m

unities in Q
ueens. I have alw

ays
enjoyed B

ayside for the constant level
of activity you find there. I drove
through the streets and found new
developm

ent galore. B
ut interestingly,

there w
as neither rhym

e nor reason
behind the developm

ent.
A

partm
ent houses rose in the

m
iddle of residential streets; attached

ro
w

 h
o

u
ses sh

ared
 q

u
arters w

ith

d
etach

ed
 

stru
ctu

res; 
an

d
 

fin
ally,

trem
endous hom

es w
ere built on lots no

w
ider than 50 feet. M

uch the sam
e could

be seen in W
hitestone, though to a far

lesser extent, as this com
m

unity is very
m

ature, w
ith m

inim
al developm

ent
space available.

I im
m

ed
iately

 th
o

u
g

h
t o

f o
u

r
V

illage. I see no attached housing
being built in the m

iddle of our single-
fam

ily
 

d
istricts. 

O
u

r 
fro

n
tag

e
requirem

ent of 80 feet, w
hich is even

now
 being considered for expansion to

96 feet, is far greater than the sm
all

areas of developm
ent I noted.

A
nd w

here in Q
ueens there is

virtually no parking, in R
ockville

C
entre on m

ultifam
ily dw

ellings w
e

have a strict parking guideline of 1.5
spots per residential unit. E

ven now
 I

am
 proposing further increases, to

1.75 spaces for a one-bedroom
 unit, 2

spaces for a tw
o-bedroom

 unit, and
2.25 spaces for a three-bedroom

 unit,
plus an overflow

 space requirem
ent of

one space per every five units in a
d

ev
elo

p
m

en
t. 

T
h

is 
w

ill 
fu

rth
er

m
inim

ize the im
pact any new

 devel-
opm

ents m
ay have on our V

illage.
S

o
 I n

o
w

 h
ead

ed
 d

eep
er in

to
Q

ueens. T
his 20-m

ile (give or take a
few

) journey took alm
ost three hours,

as I w
as stuck under the E

l in W
oodside

and I got caught behind a caravan of 18-
w

heelers on M
etropolitan A

venue. I
passed m

ajor industry next door to
hom

es. O
nce I thought I saw

 grass, but
it turned out is w

as an optical illusion.
B

ut by now
 I had seen w

hat I had
set out to see. T

he evidence w
as clear:

though w
e are a scant eight m

iles from
the Q

ueens border, and even though that
very proxim

ity is one of the m
any

reasons w
e are a highly sought-after

com
m

unity, w
e have clearly not nor are

w
e in danger of becom

ing like Q
ueens.

I
n

 R
o

c
k

v
i
l
l
e
 C

e
n

t
r
e

T
h

is M
o

n
th

B
y T

rustee Jim
 Sutton

or A
re W

e B
ecom

ing the M
ets

(T
he N

eighborhood, N
ot T

he Team
)?

W
inter R

ecess E
vents

M
onday, F

ebruary 21
P

residents’ D
ay R

elays for grades K
- 1 from

 10:15 to 11:45 A
.M

. and
grades 2 to 5, from

 12 N
oon to 1:30

P.M
. N

o fee, but pre-register.
T

uesday, F
ebruary 22

Trip to F
un Z

one in Farm
ingdale for

grades 1 to 8. F
ee of $22  includes

35 gam
e tokens, unlim

ited rides, and
transportation. 12:30 - 4:30 P.M

.
W

ednesday, F
ebruary 23

Ice Skating T
rip to the L

ong B
each

R
ecreation C

om
plex for grades 1

through 8. T
he $12 fee includes

skate rental and transportation.
2:15 - 5:30 P.M

.
T

hursday, F
ebruary 24

F
ebruary C

raft A
ctivity (and a little

hot chocolate) for kindergarten and
grade 1 and grades 2 to 4: from

 10
to 11:15 A

.M
. or 11:45 A

.M
. to 1

P.M
. Fee $7. Specify tim

e w
hen reg-

istering.
T

hursday, F
ebruary 24, 2 P.M

.
A

nnual C
herry P

ie E
ating C

ontest
for grades 1 to 6. C

elebrate G
eorge

W
ashington’s B

irthday by seeing if
you can dow

n cherry or apple pie
faster than other contestants in your
age group. R

egister before F
riday,

February 17. Fee $1.

R
egister before T

h
u

rsday, F
ebru

ary
17 for th

e an
n

u
al W

in
ter R

ecess
pie-eatin

g con
test for grades 1 to 6.

February at the R
ecreation C

enter
F

riday, F
ebruary 25

B
ow

ling at R
V

C
 L

anes B
um

per B
ow

l-
ing for grades 1 &

 2: 12 N
oon to 2:30

P.M
.; for grades 3 to 8, 12:30 to 3 P.M

.
F

ee $12.
A

ll trip participants m
ust be regis-

tered m
em

bers of the R
V

C
 P

arks and
R

ecreation D
epartm

ent for the 2004-
2005 year. To register, a parental per-
m

ission slip and the appropriate fee
m

ust be subm
itted to the R

ec C
enter

office P
R

IO
R

 to the day of the event.

M
iddle School D

ances
T

he R
ecreation D

epartm
ent is

sponsoring m
onthly dances on F

ridays
from

 7:30 to 10 P.M
. Sixth graders only

dance F
ebruary 4 and seventh and

eighth graders only dance F
ebruary 18.

T
he dances are open to teenagers

w
ho live in R

ockville C
entre or w

ho
attend R

ockville C
entre schools. A

school ID
 is required for adm

ission.

N
ursery School R

egistration
R

egistrations are now
 being ac-

cepted for the R
V

C
 R

ecreation C
enter’s

nursery school program
s for the 2005 -

2006 school year.
Pre-K

 classes for those entering kin-
dergarten in Septem

ber 2006 are offered
five days a w

eek from
 9 to 11:30 A

.M
.

or M
onday, W

ednesday, F
riday from

12:15 to 2:45 P.M
.

Pre-Pre-K
 for those entering kinder-

garten in S
eptem

ber 2007 are offered
M

onday through T
hursday from

 9 to
11:30 A

.M
. or T

uesday and T
hursday

from
 12:15 to 2:45 P.M

.
To schedule an appointm

ent to visit
the school, call the R

ecreation O
ffice

at 678-9338.

T
h

e an
n

u
al V

alen
tin

e’s D
ay D

an
ce

a
t th

e S
a

n
d

el C
en

ter is F
rid

a
y,

F
ebru

ary 11 at 1 P.M
.

February F
un at the Senior C

enter
T

he S
andel C

enter is open to all
R

V
C

 residents 60 and older. F
or infor-

m
ation on joining, call 678-9350.

Special E
vents

T
he annual V

alentine’s D
ance is

F
riday, F

ebruary 11 at 1 P.M
. D

ance to
the D

.J., w
ear red and pink, and bring a

hom
e-baked dessert for the V

iennese
table $3 per person.

S
andel S

unday F
ebruary 13 from

 2
- 4 P.M

. features dancing to L
inda

Ipanem
a and m

usic from
 the 20s to the

60s. F
ree and open to the public.

T
he B

lack H
istory luncheon is

W
ednesday, F

ebruary 16 at 12 N
oon

featuring traditional dishes. A
 special

tribute to singer R
ay C

harles by U
nited

W
e S

ing.  $5.00 per person.
A

A
R

P tax assistance is available by
appointm

ent every M
onday m

orning
through A

pril 18.  C
all 678-9350.

A
rts and L

eisure A
ctivities

A
rtist’s recep

tio
n

 fo
r B

ern
ard

Jam
es, w

hose photo art is on display
throughout the m

onth of F
ebruary, is

T
uesday, F

ebruary 15 at 11 A
M

,
T

he L
.I. H

arm
onica C

lub perform
s

F
riday, F

ebruary 25 at 1 P.M
. $3.00 per

person.
A

 C
hinese auction Friday, February

18 at 1 P.M
. includes egg rolls and C

hi-
nese tea for $3.00 per person.

B
ackgam

m
on and m

ah jongg in-
struction is available every T

hursday at
2 P.M

. C
all K

athe at 678-9350 for m
ore

inform
ation.

T
ravel and D

ining
A

 W
ashington, D

.C
. trip A

pril 8 to
10 includes deluxe accom

m
odations,

sightseeing, tw
o breakfast buffets, din-

ner and one evening dinner theater event
for $555 single, $399 double, $347 triple.


