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l
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 C

e
n

t
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T
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I
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c
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v
i
l
l
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 C

e
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t
r
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T
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is M
on

th

V
ideotapes of B

oard of T
rustees m

eetings
are broadcast on C

able C
hannel 18

on W
ednesdays (8:15 p.m

.) and S
aturdays

(1:30 p.m
.) follow

ing each m
eeting.

E
m

ergency N
um

bers
F

ire  911
P

olice  911
A

m
bulance  911

E
lectric 766-5800

W
ater 678-9252

N
ights &

 W
eekends 766-5800

A
 com

plete C
alender of E

vents,

is available on the V
illage’s w

ebsite

w
w

w
.rvcny.us

F
or general inform

ation
C

all 678-9300

E
vents are at V

illage H
all unless

otherw
ise indicated.

M
ayor E

ugene M
urray’s

2007 State of the V
illage A

ddress

The
 full te

xt o
f M

a
yo

r M
urra

y’s Sta
te

 o
f the

 V
illa

g
e

a
d

d
re

ss m
a

y b
e

 fo
und

 o
nline

 a
t w

w
w

.rvc
ny.us.

T
his is m

y 20
th

S
tate of the V

illage
A

ddress.
D

uring all that
tim

e, serving w
ith 16

different trustees on
11 different B

oards of
T

rustees, the V
illage

of R
ockville C

entre
has im

proved itself
and prospered like no
o

th
er 

v
illag

e
anyw

here.
In

 
R

o
ck

v
ille

C
entre, w

e enjoy a
rare control over our
o

w
n

 
m

u
n

icip
al

d
estin

y
 

an
d

 
I 

am

C
on

tin
u

ed from
 page 1

C
on

tin
u

ed on
 page 4

T
he State of the V

illage

proud to say that over m
y 20 years, our

boards and trustees have used that control
w

isely to benefit our village, its residents
and businesses.

N
ew

er residents, w
ho have not seen

these developm
ents over the past 20 years,

m
ay im

agine that R
ockville C

entre has
alw

ays enjoyed its prosperity, that its
success w

as not the result of our careful
planning, our w

illingness to study our
problem

s and then to m
ake good decisions

on behalf of our w
hole com

m
unity.

A
s w

e enter a new
 year, I w

ould like
to

 
rem

in
d

 
u

s 
o

f 
w

h
at 

w
e 

h
av

e
accom

plished, both during the past year
and in the past 20 years.
  •  R

ockville C
entre residents should be

very proud of their police departm
ent.

R
ockville C

entre is a safe com
m

unity and
our crim

e rate is low
. In 2005 w

e had the
low

est recorded crim
e rate in our history,

30 percent below
 w

hat it w
as in m

y first
full year in office alm

ost 20 years ago. A
nd

th
is 

ex
cellen

t 
reco

rd
 

is 
ev

en
 

m
o

re
significant because w

e are the third busiest
of the 23 local departm

ents in N
assau

C
ounty.

L
ast y

ear th
e n

u
m

b
er o

f crim
es

reported rose som
ew

hat after declining for

eight straight years,
but m

ost categories of
crim

e 
rem

ain
 

at
historic low

s and w
e

rem
ain far below

 the
average crim

e rate for
the past 20 years.

N
evertheless, w

e
h

av
e 

d
ecid

ed
 

to
increase the size of
our police force to
g

iv
e 

u
s 

m
o

re
flexibility in staffing
so w

e w
ill be able to

co
n

cen
trate 

o
u

r
enforcem

ent efforts
as our needs change.
  •  O

ur residents are
also kept safe through the efforts of the
R

ockville C
entre F

ire D
epartm

ent.
T

he departm
ent is staffed by about 320

volunteers, m
aking it the largest all-

volunteer departm
ent on L

ong Island. It is
also one of the three m

ost cost-efficient and
has one of the fastest response tim

es,
according to a recent N

ew
sday study.

O
ver the years I have been m

ayor, w
e

h
av

e co
n

tin
u

ally
 u

p
g

rad
ed

 o
u

r fire
departm

ent’s equipm
ent and vehicles. T

his
year w

e are continuing to study the best
w

ays to upgrade the V
illage’s five fire

houses.
  •  V

illage residents can rely on R
ockville

C
entre not only for their basic police,

em
ergency, and fire protection needs, but

for basic services and utilities as w
ell:

  •  O
ur yearly electric consum

ption has
grow

n by alm
ost 30 percent since 1988, but

w
e have never lacked for pow

er. O
ur peak

sum
m

er pow
er dem

and had grow
n by m

ore
than one-third since 1988, but w

e have not
suffered blackouts from

 an inadequate
supply of electricity.

A
nd our system

 reliability com
es w

ith
electric rates 30 to 40 percent low

er than
custom

ers serviced by the L
ong Island

Pow
er A

uthority. W
e have had only one rate

increase since 1994 and that w
as used in

part to help pay for a planned $7 m
illion

u
p

g
rad

e to
 o

u
r p

o
w

er sy
stem

 th
at is

necessary to insure an adequate supply of
electricity into the foreseeable future.
  •  O

ur on-going street repair program
 is

another exam
ple of the stew

ardship of our
infrastructure that has becom

e routine since
I becam

e m
ayor. O

ver the past 20 years,
w

e have repaved m
ore than 33 m

iles of our
52 m

iles of roadw
ay.

In 2006 w
e paved alm

ost tw
o and a half

m
iles on 15 streets. D

uring 2007, w
e plan

to repave alm
ost four m

iles of roadw
ay on

five of the V
illage’s m

ajor north-south
routes: F

orest A
venue, B

row
er A

venue,
B

urtis A
venue,  M

orris A
venue and S

outh
C

entre A
venue.

  •  T
he program

 to replace the w
ater m

ains
below

 our roadw
ays is only the final phase

in the im
provem

ent of our entire w
ater

system
.  D

uring m
y 20 years as m

ayor, w
e

have im
proved and upgraded every aspect

of that system
, follow

ing the first of our
utility m

aster plans.
W

e have replaced and refurbished our
w

ater storage tanks, im
proved our w

ells and
installed an iron filtration plant that has
rem

oved rusty w
ater from

 our system
.

  •  A
nother area w

here the V
illage has

adapted and upgraded itself w
hile I have

been m
ayor is Inform

ation Technology, a
departm

ent that didn’t even exist 20 years
ago.O

u
r 

co
m

p
u

ters 
n

o
w

 
lin

k
ad

m
in

istratio
n

, 
m

an
ag

em
en

t, 
an

d
operations, and provide easy access to data
bases for records such as licenses and
perm

its, for payroll and other accounts, and
for utility and tax bills.

B
esides our com

puter netw
ork, our IT

departm
ent also operates the V

illage’s
telev

isio
n

 
statio

n
 

w
h

ich
 

p
ro

v
id

es
announcem

ents and cablecasts of board
m

eetings. A
nd it operates the V

illage
W

ebsite, w
hich post m

eeting agendas,
proposed legislation, and the com

plete
V

illage C
ode, am

ong other item
s.

T
he departm

ent has also put into
serv

ice 
a 

“rev
erse-9

11
” 

co
m

m
u

n
ity

notification system
 that uses the telephone

to alert residents to em
ergencies or other

im
portant inform

ation.
  •   O

ur D
epartm

ent of P
ublic W

orks has
for 20 years continued its quiet and efficient
w

ork so residents never have to think tw
ice

about trash pick-up or w
orry about w

hen
the snow

 w
ill be plow

ed.
L

ast year, the D
P

W
 installed radiation

detectors at its transfer station on S
unrise

H
ighw

ay to isolate any “hot” loads that can

be present in trash collected from
 hom

es
and m

edical office buildings.
  •   T

he P
arks and R

ecreation departm
ent

has seen a rem
arkable expansion in the last

20 years.
•  T

he departm
ent continues to be one

of the m
ost popular in our V

illage. E
ach

year m
ore and m

ore residents of all ages
com

e to our annual special events or they
participate in our recreational opportunities.

•  A
nd during these 20 years, w

e have
expanded the R

ecreation C
enter itself and

refurbished the interior and exterior.
•  W

e have renovated the M
artin L

uther
K

ing, Jr. C
om

m
unity C

enter.
•  W

e have installed new
 lighting and

irrigation system
s at B

arasch and P
ette

fields; new
 ball fields at B

ligh and K
etler;

a new
 soccer field at M

ill R
iver.

•  T
he V

illage G
reen w

as refurbished
and fitted w

ith autom
atic irrigation.

•  A
nd our crow

ning achievem
ent w

as
the park sw

ap w
ith N

ew
 Y

ork S
tate that

traded D
onald F. B

row
ne park for the land

that in 2003 becam
e the S

kelos S
ports

C
om

plex on P
eninsula B

oulevard.
•  In 2005 our “field of dream

s” w
as

substantially im
proved by the addition of

tw
o N

C
A

A
 C

lass I sports fields m
ade of

artificial “field turf.”
  •  It w

as 20 years ago that our program
s

for seniors w
ere organized into a S

enior
Services D

epartm
ent. Today the departm

ent
addresses the m

ultiple needs of the 6,000
older adults that reside in R

ockville C
entre

and their fam
ilies.

T
his year the C

enter is celebrating its
30

th anniversary after becom
ing the first

senior facility on L
ong Island accredited by

the N
ational Institute of S

enior C
enters, a

unit of the N
ational C

ouncil on A
ging in

2003.

  •  F
inally, I w

ould like to m
ention the

V
illage budget. D

espite huge increases in
o

u
r 

h
ealth

 
in

su
ran

ce 
an

d
 

p
en

sio
n

prem
ium

s, R
ockville C

entre has been able
to balance its budget w

ithout steep tax
increases.

O
ur high credit rating, our low

 taxes,
our low

 utility rates, and our efficient
adm

inistration continue to attract new
businesses and new

 developm
ent and to

produce higher hom
e values.

 
•  

A
s 

p
ro

u
d

 
as 

I 
am

 
o

f 
o

u
r

accom
plishm

ents, nothing in m
y 20 years

has m
ade m

e prouder than establishing the
R

ockville C
entre C

om
m

unity F
und back

in 1987.
In

 
th

o
se 

2
0

 
y

ears 
resid

en
ts,

businesses, civic, educational and sports
organizations have contributed alm

ost $2
m

illion to the F
und w

hich aids R
ockville

C
entre residents exclusively.

O
ur com

m
unity w

as m
ost generous

in the afterm
ath of the 9/11 attacks w

hen
w

e created the W
e C

are R
V

C
 F

und w
ithin

the C
om

m
unity F

und to help the fam
ilies

of the 36 com
m

unity m
em

bers w
ho died

on that day.
A

nd as a direct outgrow
th of that

effort, the R
ockville C

entre com
m

unity
raised funds to build the beautiful and
m

oving 9/11 m
em

orial on our V
illage

G
reen.

  •  I am
 proud of our w

ork during these
last 20 years on behalf of the R

ockville
C

entre com
m

unity.
M

y w
ish for the future is that V

illage
governm

ent m
ay continue to operate

co
n

scien
tio

u
sly

 an
d

 p
ro

fessio
n

ally,
w

ithout regard to political advantage or
individual favoritism

, as it has for the past
20 years.



V
illage H

all C
om

m
ents

2
3

A
t H

om
e in R

ockville C
entre

“T
h

ey
 

all
co

m
e 

h
o

m
e 

to
R

ockville C
entre.”

I heard som
ebody

say this once and I
h

av
e 

co
m

e 
to

realize how
 true

this statem
ent is.  It

is no secret that

I
n

 R
o

c
k

v
i
l
l
e
 C

e
n

t
r
e

T
h

is M
o

n
th

B
y T

rustee Suzanne M
urphy Sullivan

P
ublished by the Village of R

ockville C
entre

E
ugene J. M

urray, M
ayor

Trustees
W

ayne H
. L

ipton
Jeanne Farnan M

ulry
A

ndrew
 P. K

aram
ouzis

Suzanne M
urphy Sullivan

For inform
ation concerning V

illage facilities, residents
are invited to telephone M

ichael Schussheim
, acting

V
illage A

dm
inistrator, C

lerk-Treasurer, 678-9300

this V
illage is hom

e to m
any w

ho grew
up here and chose to raise their ow

n
fam

ilies here.
W

hy do w
e?

Y
es, w

e have excellent schools,
beautiful hom

es, w
onderful services –

but so do m
any other tow

ns and villages
throughout the country.  W

hat m
akes

R
ockville C

entre so special?  W
hy do

generations stay here and new
 people

com
e?  I believe that it’s because of our

sense of com
m

unity.
W

e look out for each other – w
e

celebrate our successes together and w
e

com
e together and m

ourn our losses.
W

hen our neighbor is in need, w
e w

ant
to assist in any w

ay w
e can.  W

e see
evidence of this every day, but I can
think of no better exam

ple than the
R

ockville C
entre C

om
m

unity F
und or,

as m
ost people know

 it, “T
he M

ayor’s
F

und”.
T

h
is fu

n
d

, created
 b

y
 M

ay
o

r
M

urray, directly helps those in our
co

m
m

u
n

ity
 w

h
o

 n
eed

 assistan
ce.

W
hile cam

paigning, I w
as asked w

hat
I thought of the M

ayor’s F
und and m

y
honest response w

as the M
ayor has

done m
any w

onderful things for our
V

illage and in m
y opinion, one of the

b
est b

y
 far w

as th
e creatio

n
 an

d
adm

inistration of the C
om

m
unity Fund.

I also firm
ly believe that the fund

should be re-nam
ed for M

ayor M
urray.

T
he M

ayor’s com
passion and service

are shining exam
ples of w

hat m
akes the

resid
en

ts o
f R

o
ck

v
ille C

en
tre so

unique.
T

hroughout our V
illage, people

donate their tim
e and talents to m

ake
o

u
r co

m
m

u
n

ity
 stro

n
g

er.  A
t o

u
r

children’s schools, houses of w
orship,

local hospitals, firehouses, youth team
s,

nursing hom
es – everyw

here w
e go, w

e
are surrounded by those w

ho serve and
w

e are better for their service.
***

It is m
y privilege to serve the V

illage
of R

ockville C
entre w

ith m
y fellow

B
o

ard
 m

em
b

ers.  E
ach

 o
n

e is an
intelligent, passionate individual w

ho
w

ants nothing but the best for the
com

m
unity w

e all love and I have
learned m

uch from
 each of them

.  I do
not alw

ays agree w
ith every m

em
ber on

any particular issue, but that is to be
expected in the spirit of debate.

I 
w

ill 
say

 
th

at 
ev

en
 

in
 

o
u

r
disagreem

ents, I have been treated in
n

o
th

in
g

 less th
an

 a p
ro

fessio
n

al,
respectful m

anner by m
y fellow

 B
oard

m
em

bers and I believe I have show
n

them
 all the sam

e courtesy.  D
espite

com
m

ents to the contrary, the B
oard is

w
orking together and getting things

accom
plished.

For exam
ple, in the past six m

onths,
the B

oard has unanim
ously voted to: (1)

adopt R
ules of P

rocedure for the B
oard

of T
rustees; (2) increase the threshold

for exterior design review
 to $200,000

in order to alleviate som
e of the burdens

that hom
eow

ners undertake w
hen they

renovate their hom
es; (3) increase the

incom
e levels for real property tax

exem
ptions; (4) regulate the use of

perm
itted real estate signs; (5) establish

reg
u

latio
n

s fo
r tem

p
o

rary
 sto

rag
e

containers; (6) conduct an audit of the
B

uilding D
epartm

ent to determ
ine how

best to serve the residents of R
ockville

C
entre; (7) stop the policy of leaving

“b
lan

k
 

ch
eck

s” 
at 

th
e 

B
u

ild
in

g
D

ep
artm

en
t w

h
en

 ap
p

ly
in

g
 fo

r a
b

u
ild

in
g

 
p

erm
it; 

(8
) 

estab
lish

 
a

B
eautification C

om
m

ittee to plan and
im

p
lem

en
t b

eau
tificatio

n
 p

ro
jects

throughout the V
illage; and (9) open up

governm
ent by taping and airing the

m
eetings of the P

lanning and Z
oning

B
oards.

B
ut it doesn’t end there.  W

e are
listen

in
g

 to
 th

e resid
en

ts an
d

 are

* T
his item

 m
ay be shared am

ong m
ultiple donors. P

lease contact the S
andel C

enter at 678-9350 for details.
A

ll contributions are tax-deductible.  P
lease m

ake checks payable to:
F

O
SSI, F

riends of Senior Services, Inc.
M

ail to: Sandel C
enter P.O

. B
ox 950  R

V
C

, N
ew

 Y
ork   11571

S
om

ething new
 is bloom

ing at the S
andel C

enter – the 30
th A

nniversary G
arden P

ark.  It w
ill feature a gazebo and a

w
aterfall in a beautifully landscaped setting.  O

n this V
alentine’s D

ay, show
 your love for a special som

eone.  M
ake that

special nam
e a perm

anent part of the P
ark by donating one of the follow

ing engraved G
arden item

s:

❑
 P

aving Stones:  $300
    (2 for $500)

❑
 B

ench: $1200*

❑
 P

ergola $3,000*

❑
 G

azebo: $9,000*

N
am

e:

A
ddress:

C
ity:

S
tate:

Z
ip:

P
hone:

H
elp G

row
 the G

arden P
ark

F
ebruary at the R

ecreation C
enter

M
essy fu

n
 is part of th

e A
n

n
u

al P
ie-

E
atin

g C
on

test T
h

u
rsday, F

ebru
ary

2
2

 a
t 2

 P.M
. fo

r g
ra

d
es 1

 to
 6

.
R

egister before F
ebru

ary 17.

W
inter R

ecess E
vents

M
onday, F

ebruary 19
P

residents’ D
ay R

elays for grades K
 - 5

from
 10:30  to 11:45 A

.M
.; grades K

 - 3
from

 12:30 to 1:45 P.M
. F

ee $3.
Tuesday, F

ebruary 20
T

rip to F
u

n
 Z

on
e in F

arm
ingdale for

grades 1 –  8. Fee of $23  includes 35 gam
e

tokens, unlim
ited rides, and transportation.

12:30 - 4:15 P.M
.

C
up-Stacking activity for grades K

 –  8
from

 10:30 to 11:45 A
.M

. F
ee $3.

W
ednesday, F

ebruary 21
H

onest A
be Sports D

ay gam
e and sports

activities for grades K
 – 5 from

 10:30 A
.M

.
to 12 N

oon; grades K
 – 3 from

 2:30 – 4
P.M

. Juice after gym
 tim

e. F
ee $9.

W
ednesday, F

ebruary 21
Ice S

katin
g T

rip to F
reeport arena for

grades 1 – 8 from
 1 to 3:30 P.M

. F
ee $12,

includes skate rental and transportation.
W

ear w
arm

 clothing, socks and gloves.

T
hursday, F

ebruary 22
F

ebruary C
raft A

ctivity for grades K
 – 5

from
 10 to 11:15 A

.M
.–or 11:45 A

.M
. to 1

P.M
. F

ee $7.

T
hursday, F

ebruary 22, 2 P.M
.

A
n

n
u

al C
h

erry P
ie E

atin
g C

on
test for

g
rad

es 
1

 
to

 
6

. 
C

eleb
rate 

G
eo

rg
e

W
ashington’s B

irthday by seeing if you can
dow

n cherry or apple pie faster than other
contestants in your age group. R

egister
before F

ebruary 17. F
ee $2.

F
riday, F

ebruary 23
B

ow
ling at R

V
C

 L
anes B

ow
ling for grades

1 &
 2 from

 12 N
oon to 2:30 P.M

.; for grades
3 to 8, 12:30 to 3 P.M

. F
ee $12.

A
ll trip and activity participants m

ust be
registered m

em
bers of the R

V
C

 Parks and
R

ecreation D
epartm

ent for the 2006-07 year.

M
iddle School D

ances
T

he R
ecreation D

epartm
ent m

iddle
school dance for 7

th and 8
th graders is Friday,

F
eb

ru
ary

 
9

 
fro

m
 

7
:3

0
 

to
 

1
0

 
P.M

.
P

articipants m
ust live in R

ockville C
entre

or attend R
ockville C

entre schools. A
 school

ID
 is required for adm

ission.

N
ursery School R

egistration
R

egistrations are now
 being accepted for

the R
V

C
 R

ecreation C
enter’s nursery school

program
s for the 2007 - 2008 school year.

P
re-K

 classes fo
r th

o
se en

terin
g

kindergarten in Septem
ber 2008 are offered

five days a w
eek from

 9 to 11:30 A
.M

. or
M

onday, W
ednesday, F

riday from
 12:15 to

2:45 P.M
.

P
re-P

re-K
 

fo
r 

th
o

se 
en

terin
g

kindergarten in Septem
ber 2009 are offered

M
onday through T

hursday from
 9 to 11:30

A
.M

. or T
uesday and T

hursday from
 12:15

to 2:45 P.M
.

To schedule an appointm
ent to visit the

school, call the R
ecreation O

ffice at 678-
9338.

w
orking w

ith the departm
ent heads to

address their concerns.  T
hrough the

hard w
ork of C

om
m

issioner Jack
M

cK
eon and A

cting A
dm

inistrator/
C

om
ptroller M

ichael S
chussheim

, w
e

w
ill be hiring additional police officers

in the near future.  A
nd w

orking w
ith

Tony B
runetta, the S

uperintendent of
P

ark
s an

d
 R

ecreatio
n

, th
ey

 are
developing a park ranger program

 to
keep our parks safe and clean.

T
he F

ire C
ouncil has asked the

B
oard to enact legislation to prohibit

truss construction in new
 residential

and com
m

ercial buildings as w
ell as

prohibiting basem
ent night clubs, bars

and restaurants.  W
e take the concerns

an
d

 
su

g
g

estio
n

s 
o

f 
o

u
r 

F
ire

D
epartm

ent seriously and w
ill w

ork
together to do everything in our pow

er
to protect the safety of our residents
and first responders.

H
arry

 
W

eed
, 

o
u

r 
D

P
W

S
uperintendent has done extensive

research on how
 best to address the

co
n

d
itio

n
s 

o
f 

o
u

r 
ro

ad
s. 

 
H

is
recom

m
endations include adopting the

C
ornell R

oad S
urface M

anagem
ent

S
ystem

 to use com
puter program

s to
objectively determ

ine the conditions
of our streets and w

hich are m
ost

in
 

n
eed

 
o

f 
rep

air. 
A

n
o

th
er

recom
m

endation is to obtain the
proper equipm

ent so that repairs can
be done “in-house” in a m

ore tim
ely

and cost-effective m
anner.

T
hese are just a few

 of the issues
that w

e w
ill be addressing in the

m
onths to com

e.  Y
ou can be assured

that your V
illage B

oard is w
orking

to
g

eth
er 

fo
r 

th
e 

g
o

o
d

 
o

f 
o

u
r

com
m

unity to ensure that our children
continue to com

e hom
e to R

ockville
C

entre.


