
On March 10, the 
Rockville Centre 

School District hosted a 
presentation and discussion 
by Dave Marcus, the Pulitzer 
Prize-winning author of 
“What It Takes to Pull Me 
Through: Why Teenagers 
Get in Trouble - And How 
Four of Them Got Out.”  It 
was a thought-provoking 
evening.  That forum is 
currently being cablecast 

VILLAGE HALL COMMENTS

FOSSI Casino Night May 3
The Sandel Center’s annual 
FOSSI Casino Night fundrais-
er, featuring roulette, poker, 
and dice, is Saturday, May 3 
beginning at 7:30 P.M. 
 The 2008 Monte Carlo hon-
oree is former Village Trustee 
Bud Cosgrove. Money raised 
from this year’s event will sup-
port the Center’s programs. 
 Tickets are $50 each and 
are available at the Sandel 
Center, South Park and Lin-
coln avenues or by calling 
678-9245.

Special Events
The popular Sandel series 
Government and Law 
continues on Wednesdays at 3 
P.M. Upcoming guest speakers 
include Nassau County District 
Court Judge Anthony Paradiso 
on May 7; Assistant District 
Attorney Karen Lipton on 
May 14; and Rockville Centre 
Village Justice Frank Yannelli 
on May 28.  
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Community 

Notes

Real Estate Tax News
Village real estate tax bills 
will be mailed around 
May 27. They are due June 
1 and may be paid without 
penalty until July 1 at the 
cashier’s office on the first 
floor of Village Hall.
 Homeowners are reminded 
to notify the Village tax office 
of any changes in the status 
of their mortgages, whether 
satisfying, refinancing, or 
when a mortgage is sold to 
another lending institution.
 The tax office is located 
on the second floor of 
Village Hall, One College 
Place at Clinton Avenue, and 
is open from 9 A.M. to 3 P.M. 
Contact the office by calling 
516-678-9242, by faxing 
516-678-9306, or by 
e-mailing to nhall@rvcny.us.

Symphony Concert 
May 17
The South Shore Symphony 
celebrates Scott Jackson 
Wiley’s 10th season with 
a program called Classical 
Romantics on Saturday, May 
17 at 8 P.M. at South Side 
High School.  Symphony 
concertmaster and violin 
soloist Susan Hytken per-
forms Mendelssohn’s “Con-
certo for Violin in E  minor.” 
Also on the program are the 
overture to Carl Mariavon 
Weber’s “Der Freischutz” and 
Brahms’ “Symphony No. 3 in 
F major.”
 Tickets are $10 to $15.  
Call the Guild hotline at 516-
616-3610 for reservations 
and additional information.

on the School District’s 
Channel 19.  After Mr. Marcus, and 
the young adults with him, completed 
their portion of the session, Village 
Administrator Frank Quigley briefly 
discussed the Village’s new Social Host 
Responsibility Law. 

After the “formal” presentations of 
the night were over, parents continued 
to ask questions.  As I listened to those 
directed to Mr. Quigley, I was struck 
by the concerns of parents about their 
responsibilities in ensuring that their 
children were safe and how they felt 
that they — the parents — had become, 
in a sense, virtual captives of their own 
children since they couldn’t leave their 
homes for fear that their children, or 
their children’s friends, would engage in 
activities which could be harmful or even 
illegal.  They wanted to know what we as a 
community could do.

As I thought about this, and discussed 
it with friends who have children in their 
teens and early twenties, I was reminded 
of a remark by the late President Reagan 
— “Trust, but Verify.”  While President 
Reagan employed this approach in 
dealing with the Soviet Union, I wondered 
if it might not have some application to 
the problem we as parents face.  Yes we 
trust our sons and daughters; but many 
is the time we’d like to verify exactly 
what they are doing or telling us.  Again, 
discussions with neighbors, friends, 
Police Commissioner Jack McKeon, Mayor 
Bossart, and Administrator Quigley led to 

an idea.
For some time the Village 

has encouraged home 
owners who are going to 
be away over night, or for 
longer periods, to contact 
the Police Department so 
that patrol officers will be 
extra attuned to unusual 
activities at what should be 
empty homes.  Why not 
extend this practice so 
that parents could call our 
police  — 766-1500 — a day 

or two before they are leaving the Village 
to report that either their home should be 
completely empty, or their children will be 
at home, but there shouldn’t be any parties 
or congregating of young people.  

Parents will be asked for the residence 
address, the day(s) they will be away, 
and a contact number where they can be 
reached should there be any questions.  
Officers on patrol would be made aware of 
the addresses in question and would know 
to keep an extra eye out.  This program 
would be totally voluntary and would 
NOT constitute an authorization by the 
homeowners for the police to enter the 
residence, beyond requirements already 
imposed by law and legal decisions.

This will be a “pilot” effort which 
we hope to begin around May 1.  We’d 
appreciate your thoughts, comments, and 
suggestions.  Please direct them to me at: 
DKrasula@rvcny.us.  

Children: Trust, but Verify

By Village Trustee
 David A. Krasula

The faulty renovation of a building 
on North Village Avenue last month 

highlighted the importance of building 
codes and proper building practices in 
all types of construction and renovation.

The building at 43 North Village was 
undergoing renovations when a serious 
condition was noticed. The project 
was halted, the street was closed, 
and several engineering analyses 
were performed before Rockville 
Centre Building Department officials 
ordered the entire second floor to be 
dismantled.

Thankfully, a structural failure—
possibly endangering other buildings, 

was avoided, but the incident is a 
reminder of the importance of following 
building codes which ensure everyone’s 
safety.

The Rockville Centre Building 
Department reminds residents that 
permits and inspections are required 
for all new construction and renovation 
work, including electrical and plumbing 
work. Permits are also required 
for fences, pools and central air 
conditioning units.

For detailed information, visit the 
Building Department at 110 Maple 
Avenue or consult the Village’s website 
www.rvcny.us.

The front and back of the building at 43 North Village Avenue in mid April when faulty 
reconstruction threatened the building with collapse. Intervention by the Village was 
necessary to ensure proper building practices.

Building Safety Week May 5 - 11
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The Sandel Men’s Club offers a class in wood-
working and has designed and crafted a      
magnificent wooden boat and its showcase, 
which will be on display first at the Sandel 
Center and then in June at Village Hall.  The 
next project will be a finely detailed Victorian 
dollhouse. Call 678-9245 for information.

Arts & Leisure Activities
The work of Sandel artists 
will be on display throughout 
the month of May.  There will 
be a reception in their honor 
on Tuesday, May 20 at 11 
A.M. for the artists to discuss 
their work.  The Center 
offers classes in painting 
and drawing, jewelry design, 
knitting and crochet, and arts 
and crafts. 

May Speakers
A discussion of the heart and 
strokes, part of South Nassau 
Communities Hospital’s 
Healthy Seniors series, is 
Tuesday, May 6 at 11 A.M.
 Attorney Gregg Weinstock 
and the New York State Bar 
Association offer an overview 
of essential legal documents 
for older adults on Thursday, 
May 8 at 7 P.M..
 The Cornell Cooperative 
Extension presents “Good for 
you Snacks” on Tuesday, May  
13 at 11 A.M.

678-9300



Summer Instructional 
Sports Schools
Flyers are available for boys baseball, 
girls basketball, girls and boys la-
crosse, and gymnastics schools during 
the summer 2008.
 The 33rd annual baseball school 
is open from June 30 to July 11 for boys 
ages 6 to 13 from 9:30 A.M. to 1:30 P.M. 
at Barasch Field. The school is coordi-
nated by Bob Hirschfield of New York 
Tech and costs $315.
 A basketball camp for girls grades 
3 through 10 is offered August 11 to 15 
at the Rec Center from 9 A.M. to 3 P.M. 
Fee $255 per person.
 Lacrosse camp for boys and girls 
ages 7 to 17 will be held from 5:30 to 
9:30 P.M. at the Skelos Sports Com-
plex on Peninsula Boulevard. The boys 
school runs from June 29 to July 2 and 
the girls school is July 13 to 16. Fee 
$275 per person.
 The gymnastics school for girls 
grades 2 through 8 is offered at the 
Rec Center July 28 to August 1 from 1 
to 4 P.M. Fee $150 for five sessions for 
Rockville Centre residents.

The annual gymnastics shows will be 
held Wednesday and Thursday, May 21 
and 22 at 7:30 P.M. Tickets are available 
beginning May 19.

one College Place, P.o. Box 950
Rockville Centre, new York 11571
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Permit No. 50 Rockville Centre police have always 
provided patrol visits to houses 

temporarily unoccupied because 
their owners are away. Starting May 1, 
residents may also request this service 
when teenage children are left behind in 
the house.

“We are responding to community-
wide concern over the use of homes 
for underage drinking parties when 
responsible adults are not at home,” said 
Police Commissioner Jack McKeon.

“This is a voluntary pilot program,” 
the commissioner said. “We are not 

Wednesday, May 7, 8 P.M.
BOArD OF APPEALS

Monday, May 19, 8:15 P.M.
BOArD OF TrUSTEES

Tuesday, May 20, 7:30 P.M.
PLANNING BOArD 

Wednesday, May 21, 8 P.M.
BOArD OF APPEALS

Monday, May 26
MEMOrIAL DAY

Village Offices Closed
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Board of Trustees and  
Zoning Board meetings  

are shown on Channel 18.  
A cablecast schedule and  
a complete Calender of 

Events are available on the 
Village’s website 

www.rvcny.us

Emergency Numbers

Fire 911

Police 911

Ambulance 911

Electric 766-5800

Water 678-9252

Nights & Weekends  

766-5800

Events are at Village Hall  
unless otherwise indicated.

Dates & Events

Summer Playground 
and Middle School Programs
The Rec Center’s 54th Summer Play-
ground Program will be held from 
July 1 through August 8 from 9 A.M. to 
Noon at three sites: The Rec Center, 
Wilson School, and Hewitt School, for 
children in grades 1 to 6 as of Sep-
tember, 2008. Daily activities include 
athletics, arts and crafts, recreational 
games and special events all conduct-
ed by trained recreation personnel. 
$385 per person.
 For the 13th year the Recreation 
Department will host a middle school  
program at Wilson School for those in 
7th and 8th grades as of September, 
2008. Daily activities include athletics, 
games, and special events. Weekly 
swimming trips on Mondays and bowl-
ing trips on Fridays. $420 per person.
  The programs are open to all 
Rockville Centre residents and resi-
dents of the Rockville Centre School 
District. Non-residents may register at 
Wilson or Hewitt.

Fall Nursery School 
Registrations are being accepted for 
the RVC Recreation Center’s nursery 
school programs for the 2008 - 2009 
school year. Classes begin September 
8 and follow the holiday schedule of 
the public schools.

Memorial Day Parade May 26

 Five morning and three afternoon 
classes are offered for children enter-
ing kindergarten in September, 2009 
and four mornings and two afternoons 
for those entering kindergarten in 
September, 2010. 
 To schedule an appointment to 
visit the school, call 678-9339.

Tennis Courts Open
The Har-Tru courts adjacent to the 
Rec Center are open and ready for 
play. Courts are available seven days 
a week from 8 A.M. until dusk. Admis-
sion is by valid recreation card plus 
court fees.

Defensive Driving Course
A defensive driving course good for a 
10 percent discount on your car insur-
ance for three years and a 4-point re-
duction on your license will be offered 
Monday and Tuesday, May 19 and 
20 at the Rec Center. The fee is $45; 
attendance mandatory both evenings. 
Applications and information at the 
Rec Center or call 678-9339.

Aerobic Exercise Classes
Ongoing aerobic exercise classes by 
Nancy’s Aerobics are being offered 
on Monday, Tuesday, and Thursday 
evenings beginning at 7.
 Classes may be paid for by the 
session and are conducted in the air 
conditioned Rec Center gym.

The annual Memorial Day Parade begins at 
10 A.M. on Monday, May 26. Contingents 
representing the Rockville Centre schools, 
service and sports organizations, as well as 
the police and fire departments, will march 
along Maple Avenue to Veterans Memo-
rial Park in front of the Recreation Center 
on Oceanside Road where a service will be 
conducted at 11 A.M. 

New Police Program Offers Patrols
When Parents Are Away

asking anyone to give up any privacy 
rights; we want to help families who 
want their homes to remain free of this 
kind of activity in their absence.

“If we come across a house party at a 
listed address, we will proceed exactly 
as we do now with any such youth 
gathering,” he said.

To participate in the program, 
residents should call 766-1500 a few 
days before they leave and provide 
their address, the days they will be 
away, and a contact number during their 
absence.




