
Summer Playground 
and Rec. Programs 
Summer playground program for 
students in grades 1 to 6 and summer 
Rec. programs for students in grades   
7 and 8 as of September 2010 will 
be offered at the Rec. Center and at       
Hewitt and Wilson schools.  
 The programs, staffed by trained 
recreation personnel, meet Monday 
through Friday 9 a.m. to 12 Noon from 
June 30 through August 12, except 
Monday, July 5.  
 Daily activities include athletics, 
arts and crafts, recreational games 
and special events. Afternoon trips to 
places of interest are also planned.
A middle schjool program for students 
in grades 7 and 8 as of September 
2010 are also offered.
 A $20 deductible applies for each 
additional child in the same family. 
See flyers or call 678-9339 for detailed 
information.

Spring Programs Begin
The Rockville Centre Recreation 
Department Spring program schedule 
begins the week of April 7. Detailed 
flyers are available at the Rec Center 
for all activities or call 678-9339.

Nursery School Openings
Registrations are now being accepted 
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Village Overcomes Storm Disaster
The nor’easter that blew into town 

March 13 bringing 70 mile per hour 
winds and dropping more than 2 inches 
of rain in just a few hours, caused major 
damage throughout the Village.  

In the aftermath, more than 800 
residents were without power for some 
period of time, 20 roads were closed, 
more than 30 utility poles were toppled 
and hundreds of trees and major 
limbs fell, downing wires, damaging 
structures and destroying sidewalks. 
“This was much more devastating than 
a typical hurricane or wind storm that 
takes down tree limbs,” said Village 
Engineer Paul Pallas. “Entire large trees 
were uprooted all over the Village.”

Much of the initial damage occurred 
after dark and in backyards, creating 
especially dangerous conditions that 
hampered immediate clean-up and 
power restoration efforts. “We had to 
wait until Sunday to get an accurate 
assessment of the damage,” Pallas said. 

All Village employees — from the 
Electric Department, the Department 
of Public Works, the Police Department 
and the Building Department, aided by 
the volunteers of the Fire Department 
— worked thousands of man-hours 
in the clean-up and repair efforts. 
Work crews brought in from upstate 
New York and from Garden City and 
North Hempstead tripled the Village 
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Emergency Numbers

Fire 911

Police 911

Ambulance 911

Electric 766-5800

Water 678-9252

Nights & Weekends  

766-5800

Events are at Village Hall  
unless otherwise indicated.

Dates & Events

emergency workforce and private tree 
trimming crews were hired as well.

Priority service went to those homes 
that lost power and were registered 
with the Police Department as having 
life-support equipment. Next on the 
list were roads that needed clearing to 
allow the passage of emergency and 
rescue vehicles.

Power restoration was particularly 
difficult because the damage was 
so widespread and in locations 
often inaccessible without extensive 
clearing. Verizon, which owns the 
poles that carry the Village’s electrical 
distribution lines, was very responsive 
in resetting the many downed poles, 
Pallas said.

The Electric Department tried to 
restore power to as many customers as 
possible as quickly as it could. Service 
was restored to about three-quarters 
of the homes in the first few days. By 
Wednesday there were still about 40 
homes without power scattered in small 
pockets around the Village. Hundreds 
more briefly lost service when power 
to live downed wires was disconnected 
and switched to other lines.

At the end of the week, Mayor 
Bossart issued a statement on the 
Village website where storm repair 
updates were posted:

Monday through Friday, 9 a.m. to 6 
p.m. for the RVC Recreation Center’s 
nursery school programs for the 
2010-2011 school year.
 Pre-K classes for those entering 
kindergarten in September 2011 are 
offered five days a week from 9 to 
11:30 a.m. or three days a week 
(Monday, Wednesday, Friday) from 
12:15 to 2:45 p.m.
 Pre-Pre-K for those entering 
kindergarten in September 2012 are 
offered four days a week (Monday 
through Thursday) from 9 to 11:30 
a.m. or two days a week (Tuesday and 
Thursday) from 12:15 to 2:45 p.m.
 To schedule an appointment to 
visit the school, call the Recreation 
Office at 678-9339.

Spring Toddler and Pre-K Classes
Classes for toddlers and pre-K chil-
dren begin the week of April 7, includ-
ing roll-around gym class for children 
aged 12 to 36 months; tumbles gym-
nastics and time for toys for 18 months 
to 4 years; gym and jam, intro to ballet 
and tap for boys only ages 3 to 5; hap-
py piano for ages 3 and 4; and yoga for 
kids age 4. Registration is first-come, 
first served.

Tennis Courts Opening
The Har-Tru courts adjacent to the Rec 
Center are tentatively scheduled to 

open in late April. 
 Courts are available seven days a 
week from 8 a.m. until dark. All players 
must register and pay a fee.

Summer Instructional Sports 
Schools
Flyers are available for boys baseball, 
girls basketball, and boys and girls 
lacrosse, and girls gymnastics schools 
during the summer 2010.
 The 35th annual baseball school 
is open from June 28 to July 9 for boys 
ages 6 to 13 at Barasch Field, South 
Park Avenue. The school is coordi-
nated by Bob Hirschfield of New York 
Tech and costs $315 for residents and 
$365 for non-residents.
 A basketball school sponsored by 
Game 7 and the Rec Center for girls 
grades 3-10 is offered August 16 to 20 
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the Rec Center 
for a fee of $255. 
 The Shooting Stars four-session 
lacrosse camp for boys and girls ages 
7 to 17 will be offered at the Skelos 
Sports Complex from 5 to 9 p.m. for 
$285. Boys’ camp is June 27 to June 30; 
girls’ camp is Aug. 1 to Aug. 4.
 A girls gymnastics school for 
grades 2 to 8 will be offered July 26 to 
30 from 1 to 4 p.m. at the Rec Center 
with Karen O’Connor; fee $150 for 
residents, $185 for non-residents.

Help the Village and yourself by 
recycling all your paper products 
—magazines, catalogs, newspa-
pers, junk mail, cardboard and 
most product packaging — from 
the convenience of your curb on 
Wednesdays.
 Recycling can save hundreds of 
thousands of dollars a year, lower-
ing the cost of government and low-
ering your Village real estate taxes!
For information, visit the webpage 
www.rvcny.us/recycle/recycle.html.

        Don’t Throw     
   Money Away!
Please Recycle!

After the March 
13 storm, 
hundreds of 
fallen trees and 
utility poles 
blocked streets 
and took out 
electrical lines, 
causing exten-
sive damage 
throughout the 
Village.

Continued on Page 2

Board of Trustees and 

Zoning Board and Planning 

Board meetings are shown 

on cable channels.

A cablecast schedule and 

a complete Calendar of 

Events are available on 

the Village website 

www.rvcny.us



VILLAGE HALL COMMENTS

Police Urge 
Locks and Lights!
Rockville Centre Police are 
urging residents to lock their 
cars and homes and light 
their property in order to 
thwart would-be burglars.
 “Burglaries are crimes 
of opportunity,” Police 
Commissioner Chuck 
Gennario said. “Burglars 
go for the easy targets first. 
To reduce your chances of 
becoming a victim, don’t 
leave inviting items in plain 
sight behind unlocked and 
unlit doors and windows. 
Lock your cars in the 
driveway, lock your garage, 
lock and light your house,” 
he said. 
 Police say that more 
than 90 percent of break-ins 
are to unlocked homes and 
vehicles.

Transfer Station
The Village Transfer Station  
resumes service Saturday, 
April 3 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
 The station, on Sunrise 
Highway adjacent to the Pub-
lic Works building, is open 
to the public the first and 

Tentative Village Budget 
Confronts the Economic Downturn

Community 

Notes
third Saturdays of the month 
until November to receive 
large items of trash, including 
furniture and appliances. Proof 
of residency is required.

CO2 Alarms Required
A new state law went into     
effect on February 22 requiring 
an operable carbon monoxide 
detector in every dwelling unit 
that has appliances, devices 
or systems which emit carbon 
monoxide, or if the dwelling 
unit has an attached garage.  
 Compliance with “Amanda’s 
Law” is required for all new 
construction  and also for all 
existing dwelling units when 
a carbon monoxide emitting 
appliance or device, or an     
attached garage, is added after 
the effective date of the law.
 The RVC Building Depart-
ment now requires that con-
struction plans show compli-
ance with the new law. No 
new certificates of occupancy 
or certificates of completion 
will be issued without verifica-
tion that carbon monoxide 
detectors are installed. 

Phillips House 
Appraisal Day
The Museum of the Village of 
Rockville Centre at the Phillips 
House, 28 Hempstead Avenue, 
will hold an antiques Appraisal 
Day on Sunday, May 2 from 1 
to 4 p.m.
 Appraisals will be 
conducted by Philip Weiss of 
the Antiques Road Show and 
Rosario DiBenedetto, a local 
estate liquidator.
 Appraisals are three 
for $25, which includes a 
membership 
to the 
Museum, or 
$10 per item. 
All proceeds 
benefit the 
museum.

Each year the Village 
Comptroller prepares 

a tentative budget for the 
coming fiscal year. During 
this months-long process, 
the comptroller’s office, with 
involvement from the Village 
departments and managers, 
the Village Board of Trustees 
and the Citizens Budget 
Advisory Committee, 
projects revenues, analyzes 
expenditures and reviews 

By Village Comptroller 
Michael Schussheim

our needs and priorities.   
Despite the economic hard times, 

we have emerged from the process this 
year with a strong tentative budget. We 
are aware that increasing the real estate 
tax rate is unpopular, but we are also 
aware of our obligation to maintain the 
services that define the character of 
Rockville Centre and make it attractive to 
homeowners, businesses and visitors. 

This budget accommodates an 
expected 40 percent increase in our 
contributions to the employees and police 
retirement systems. Also provided for 
is an increase in debt service to pay for 
necessary street resurfacing, to replace 
aging public works and parks department 
vehicles and to provide protective gear 
for the fire department. 

The budget continues to support 
both our basic necessities — police and 
fire protection, ambulance services, 
trash disposal, snow removal and road 
resurfacing — and departments, such as 
parks and recreation and senior services, 

that maintain the high 
quality of  our community 
life.

This budget also does 
not use any of our projected 
$1.2 million unreserved fund 
balance, a crucial cushion 
for unexpected expenses 
and  necessary to maintain 
our very high financial 
ratings that keep our 
interest rates low for capital 
improvement bonds.

And in addition to our very high ratings 
from Moody’s and Standard and Poor’s, 
our financial practices have earned us 
Certificates of Achievement for Excellence 
in Financial Reporting for 12 consecutive 
years from the non-profit Government 
Financial Officers Association. 

It is in this context that we presented 
the tentative fiscal year 2011 budget last 
month, calling for a budget increase of just 
under 6 percent supported by a tax rate 
increase of 10.53 percent.

Though this increase is significant when 
compared with increases over the past 20 
years, Rockville Centre property owners are 
still paying less - in some cases significantly 
less - in village real estate tax than those in 
most surrounding communities. 

We hope, of course, for a swift return 
to more normal times when we can again 
consider service enhancements combined 
with more moderate tax rate increases. But 
for now, we believe that the measures we 
are taking will be beneficial to the Village 
and to all our residents in the long run.

THE SANDEL SENIOR CENTER

Monte Carlo tickets are available 
from the Sandel Center for $50.

Monte Carlo Night May 1
Tickets are now available for the Sandel Center’s 
annual Monte Carlo night, the major fundraising 
event sponsored by FOSSI, the Friends of Senior 
Services, Inc., a not-for-profit community group 
that raises funds to support the programs of the 
RVC Department of Senior Services and the 
Sandel Center.
 The 2010 Monte Carlo honoree is RVC Parks 
and Recreation Superintendent Tony Brunetta. 
 The fun begins at 7:30 p.m. Enjoy professional 
dealers, wheel spinners and croupiers, a variety 
of exciting games, lots of “betting” action, big 
prizes, delicious appetizers and an open bar as 
the Sandel Center is transformed into a glittering 
Monte Carlo casino.
 The $50 ticket price includes cocktails, hors-d’oeuvres and complimentary 
gaming chips. Additional chips may be purchased. All winnings will be tabulated at 
the end of the evening with valuable prizes being awarded to the “top-rollers”.  
 For information about sponsorships or to purchase event tickets, please call the 
Sandel Center at 678-9350.

Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) Training Offered

Spring Hydrant Flushing Scheduled
The RVC Water Department has 
scheduled the spring hydrant flushings 
for Wednesday, April 14 through Tuesday, 
April 20. The flushing of hydrants may 
cause some fluctuation in water pressure 
and may cause discolored water to flow 
into homes and businesses.
 Though the water is both chemically 
and bacteriologically safe to drink, 
the discoloration could stain laundry. 
Consumers are advised not to schedule 
projects which require clear water 
during the entire flushing period.
 Wednesday, April 14, 8 a.m. to 4 
p.m.: The entire area of the Village north 
of DeMott Avenue from North Village 

Avenue to the eastern border.
 Thursday, April 15, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.: 
The entire area of the Village between 
Lakeview Avenue and DeMott Avenue 
west of Long Beach Road.
 Friday, April 16, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.: 
The entire area of the Village between 
Sunrise Highway and DeMott Avenue 
and east of Long Beach Road.
 Monday, April 19, Midnight to 8 a.m.: 
The entire area of the Village between 
Lakeview Avenue and Merrick Road.
 Tuesday, April 20, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.: 
The entire area of the Village south of 
Merrick Road.
 For information call 678-9301. 
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“We gratefully acknowledge the 
professionalism, skill and dedication of 
all our Village managers and employees 
for their efforts in restoring the Village to 
normal. 

“Thank you also to all our residents for 
their patience, assistance and cooperation 
during the storm and its aftermath.”

Federal and state emergency 
management officials were scheduled to 
visit the Village in late March to assess the 

damage and determine if Rockville Centre 
qualifies for natural disaster funding. 

Village Hall and the Village Green did not 
escape the devastation.

The Nassau County Office of Emergency 
Management will be holding classes on 
eight Wednesdays beginning April 7 to train 
CERT volunteers. No previous emergency 
training or experience is required.
 CERT volunteers provide vital services 
during an emergency or disaster and receive 
certification of their ability to assist emer-
gency response teams during a disaster. 
 The eight CERT classes will be held in the 

Village Hall Courtroom from 7 to 10 p.m. 
through May 26.
 Volunteers must attend all eight training 
sessions and they will also be subject to a 
background check.
 For information or to sign up online, go to: 
nassaucountyny.gov/agencies/OEM/CC/
CERT/signup or contact the NC Office of 
Emergency Management at 573-0648 or by 
e-mail at oemcert@nassaucountyny.gov. 


