
A cablecast schedule of board 
meetings and a complete 

Calendar of  Events are available 
on the Village website 

Gymnastics Shows
The annual gymnastics shows will be 
held Wednesday, May 26 at 6:30 p.m. 
and Thursday, May 27 at 5:15 and 7:30 
p.m. Tickets are available beginning 
May 3. 

Summer Playground and Middle 
School Programs
The Rec Center’s 56th Summer Play-
ground Program will be held from 
June 30 through August 12 from 9 a.m. 
to noon at three sites: The Rec Center, 
Wilson School, and Hewitt School, for 
children in grades 1 to 6 as of 
September, 2010. Daily activities 
include athletics, arts and crafts, rec-
reational games and special events 
all conducted by trained recreation 
personnel. $425 per person.
 For the 15th summer the Recre-
ation Department will host a middle 
school  program at Wilson School for 
those in 7th and 8th grades as of Sep-
tember, 2010. Daily activities include 
athletics and games; weekly swimming 
and bowling trips. $485 per person.
  Rockville Centre residents and 
those who attend Rockville Centre 
schools may register at any of the three 
sites. Non-residents may register at 
Wilson or Hewitt sites only. 
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Agreement Clears Way for Avalon Rockville Centre 

The Village recently concluded a 
payment agreement with AvalonBay 

Communities, the developer of 
Avalon Rockville Centre, the 349-unit 
apartment complex planned for the 
seven acres of the old Darby Drug site 
near Smith Pond.

The agreement provides for what 
are called Village Services Assistance 
Payments that will make up for real 
estate tax revenue lost to the Village 
through the tax abatement granted to 
the project last month by the Town of 
Hempstead Industrial Development 
Agency. The IDA agreement provides 
for payments in lieu of taxes (PILOT) to 
the Village, but those will not cover the 
cost of providing Village services. The 
VSAP will make up the difference.

The VSAP agreement begins in 2011 
and runs through 2025. Payments will 
rise as the complex is occupied and as 
the Village tax rate is adjusted through 
the life of the 15-year agreement.

The Village opposed the developer’s 
IDA application last year because of the 
loss of tax revenue; the Village dropped 
its opposition as part of the VSAP 
agreement.

“AvalonBay is acting as a responsible 
corporate citizen in our community,” 
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BOARD OF TRUSTEES
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Monday, May 31
MEMORIAL DAY
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Emergency Numbers
Fire 911

Police 911
Ambulance 911

Electric 766-5800
Water 678-9252

Nights & Weekends  
766-5800

Events are at Village Hall  
unless otherwise indicated.

Dates & Events

Mayor Mary W. Bossart said of the 
agreement. “We look forward to future 
mutually beneficial endeavors with 
them.” 

AvalonBay has expressed interest 
in contributing to the clean-up and 
rehabilitation of the area around Smith 
Pond, a neglected site in the Village that 
will become the front yard of the new 
development.

The Village issued a building permit 
for the complex in March. Ground-
breaking on the first of two buildings is 
being planned for May 14.

The north building will be a 
three-story complex of 210 one- and 
two-bedroom rental apartments 
surrounding a central plaza, with 
underground parking. It is expected to 
be ready for occupancy in 2011.

The developer reports that its 
clean-up of the old spill of dry cleaning 
fluid at the south end of the property 
is about 75 percent finished and a 
certificate of completion from the New 
York State Department of Environmental 
Conservation is expected in October.

Construction on the south building 
that will add another 139 one- and two-
bedroom units is scheduled to begin in 
2011 with occupancy expected in 2013.

Fall Nursery School 
Registrations are now being accepted 
Monday through Friday, 9 a.m. to 6 
p.m. for the RVC Recreation Center’s 
nursery school programs for the 2010-
2011 school year.
 Pre-K classes for those entering 
kindergarten in September 2011 are 
offered five days a week from 9 to 
11:30 a.m. or three days a week (Mon-
day, Wednesday, Friday) from 12:15 to 
2:45 p.m.
 Pre-Pre-K for those entering 
kindergarten in September 2012 are 
offered four days a week (Monday 
through Thursday) from 9 to 11:30 
a.m. or two days a week (Tuesday and 
Thursday) from 12:15 to 2:45 p.m.
 To schedule an appointment to 
visit the school, call the Recreation 
Office at 678-9339.

Pre-School Summer Activities
Registration is underway for pre-
school summer programs. All par-
ticipants must purchase Rec Center 
membership cards. See flyers at the 
Rec Center for detailed information.
 A six-session program in creative 
arts and crafts in different media.  
 Computer Tots is a six-week 
program for children 3 to 5 years old.  
Call (516) 731-3766 for details. 
 Exploring the arts is a six-session 
program in dance, music and art. 

 A parent-toddler workshop in 
art, music, movement and playtime led 
by certified early childhood specialist 
Joan Schapiro for parents or caregivers 
and their 24- to 36-month-old children.
 Tumble One, Two and Three, 
classes for children 18 months to 3 
years old and Introduction to Gym-
nastics for 4-year-olds (as of July 1, 
2010). Call 678-9339 for details.
 Happy Piano Jungle Adventure, 
with stories, games, crafts and rhythm 
activities for children ages 4 and 5.

Summer Instructional 
Sports Schools
 Flyers are available for boys 
baseball, girls basketball, girls and 
boys lacrosse, and gymnastics schools 
during the summer 2010. 
Sports Paintings
A collection of action sports paintings 
by local artist Christine Eisenhauer 
will be on display at the Recreation 
Center from Monday, May 24 through 
Saturday May 29. An opening recep-
tion to meet the artist will be held on 
Tuesday, May 25 from 7 to 9 p.m.

Summer Birthday Parties 
The Rec Center offers age-
appropriate birthday parties to 
Village residents from ages 2 to 12. 
 Detailed flyers are available at the 
Rec Center or call 678-9338 or 9339. 

Help the Village and yourself by 
recycling all your paper products 
—magazines, catalogs, newspa-
pers, junk mail, cardboard and 
most product packaging — from 
the convenience of your curb on 
Wednesdays.
 Recycling can save hundreds of 
thousands of dollars a year, lower-
ing the cost of government and low-
ering your Village real estate taxes!
For information, visit the webpage 
www.rvcny.us/recycle/recycle.html.

        Don’t Throw     
   Money Away!
Please Recycle!

An architect’s rendering of the 349-unit Avalon Rockville Centre complex approved for 
construction near Smith Pond.

www.rvcny.us

Monday, May 31: Memorial Day
♦   No trash collection.
♦   Normal Monday / 
Thursday trash collections on 
Tuesday and Thursday.
♦   Normal Tuesday / Friday 
trash collections on Wednesday 
and Friday.
♦   No collection of bulk items 
or recyclable paper products 
on Wednesday, June 2. 

Memorial Day Week 
Sanitation Schedule



Join your neighbors for the annual Memorial Day 
Parade down Maple Avenue to Veterans Memorial 
Park (in front of the Recreation Center on Oceanside 
Road) where a service will be conducted at 11 a.m. 
Contingents representing the Rockville Centre police 
and fire departments, the schools, service and sports 
organizations and elected officials will join the march. 

Village officials with the 
new police mobile com-
mand post and new patrol 
car: Mayor Mary Bossart, 
Deputy Mayor and police 
department liaison Charles 
Joyce, Trustee David A. 
Krasula and Police Lt. 
Chris Romance.

The Village of Rockville Centre sent its thanks to the Otsego Electric Cooperative and 
to the Delaware County Electric Cooperative for the generous loan of work crews and 
equipment during the extensive clean-up and repair to the electric distribution lines after 
the nor’easter of March 13. “We are most grateful for these workers who made it possible 
for the Village to recover so quickly from this devastating storm,” Mayor Mary Bossart 
said.

VILLAGE HALL COMMENTS

Tax News
Village tax bills due June 1 
will be mailed the week of 
May 24.  Taxes may be paid 
without penalty until July 1 at 
the cashier’s office on the first 
floor of Village Hall.
 Homeowners are 
reminded to notify the Village 
tax office of any changes in 
the status of their mortgages, 
whether satisfying, 
refinancing, or when a 
mortgage is sold to another 
lending institution.
 The tax office is located 
on the second floor of Village 
Hall, One College Place at 
Clinton Avenue, and is open 
from 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Contact the office by calling 
516-678-9242, by faxing 
516-678-9306, or by 
e-mailing to 
taxoffice@rvcny.us.

Building Safety 
Month
The Rockville Centre Building 
Department reminds 
residents that May, Building 
Safety Month, is a good time 
to think about spring cleaning 

Use Cell Phones for Emergency Notifications Community 

Notes
chores: Remove potentially 
combustible clutter and debris 
from attics, basements and 
garages. Check the batteries 
and the life-span of smoke and 
carbon monoxide detectors.
 Building officials are known 
in their industry as “first 
preventers,”  keeping up with 
the latest efforts to assure the 
public safety.
 Residents are reminded 
that permits and inspections 
are required for all new 
construction and renovation 
work, including electrical and 
plumbing work. Permits are 
also required for fences, pools 
and central air conditioning 
units. 
 For detailed information, 
visit the Building Department 
at 110 Maple Avenue or 
consult the Village’s website 
www.rvcny.us. 

Saint-Saens May 2
The South Shore Symphony 
celebrates its collaboration 
with the St. Agnes Cathedral 
Music Program with a 
performance of Saint-Saens’ 
No. 3 “Organ Symphony” on 
Sunday, May 2 at 7:30 p.m. 
in the Cathedral, 29 Quealy 
Place. 
 No reservations are 
required. A $15 donation at 
the door is suggested.

Free Wood Chips
The nor’easter that felled 
so many trees throughout 
the Village last month has 
produced an abundant supply 
of wood chips which are 
available for free from the 
Department of Public Works. 
 The chips are available at 
DPW headquarters, 10 Sunrise 
Highway from 8 a.m. to 3:30 
p.m. Monday through Friday 
as long as supplies last.

On March 13 this Village 
and its residents faced a 

major storm with significant 
damage and disruption of 
our everyday routines. No 
one expected to have to face 
such disruptions.   

Our Police Department 
was ready with contingency 
plans and brought in extra 
manpower to answer the 
hundreds of extra calls for 
assistance they received. The 

By Village Trustee
Edward J. Oppenheimer

Fire Department called in the volunteers 
for a standby and answered a month’s 
worth of calls in less than a day. The 
Electric Department went to work trying 
to restore power during the height of the 
storm. Kudos to all who worked many long 
hours to get us back up and running

During the night as the extent of the 
damage became known, the Village went 
into emergency management mode to 
determine where the damage was and 
what was needed to fix the problems. 
There was also the need to inform the 
public as to what was going on and what 
was being done to correct the problems.

Information was put on the Village 
website and the reverse-911 system was 
used to send messages to as many people 
as possible. With the power, phones and 
cable not working normally, the message 
did not get to all the residents. The power 
plant could not answer the phones fast 
enough, the police desk began receiving 
an increased number of calls and then 
the Village administrative office phones 
started ringing.  The public wanted 

information and wanted it as 
soon as possible.

The lesson learned was 
that in a major event a 
way must be found to get 
information to the public as 
quickly and completely as 
we can. 

As long as we can keep 
our cell phones charged 
(with a car charger or a 
reasonably priced solar 
charger), we have a way 

to communicate. The Village website at 
www.rvcny.us has a link to “Swift 911” on 
the lower left of the home page, which 
will allow you to register your cell phone 
number with the Village so that we can 
communicate with you on your cell either 
with a call through the reverse-911 system 
or a text message should the need arise. 

The phone companies will forward calls 
from your home phone to your cell during 
an extended outage free of charge if you 
call and ask them to do so. 

The Board is investigating using 
a recorded message line that would 
be updated periodically during an 
emergency. Residents would be able to 
call into this line and receive the latest 
information available.  This method of 
communications is used by some utilities 
and may be worthwhile for the Village.

While we all hope storms like the March 
storm don’t happen frequently, we know 
they might.  Therefore, the Village will 
be making adjustments to our current 
emergency communications plan so that we 
can bring the power of cell phones to bear.

The Rockville Centre Police Department 
has put into service a new mobile 
command post and a new patrol car to 
replace the one that was destroyed by a 
fleeing burglary suspect who deliberately 
crashed into it in July 2008.
 The command post is a refurbished 
Rockville Centre Fire Department 
ambulance that has been outfitted 
with a grant from the United States 
Department of Homeland Security. The 
vehicle includes multiple workstations, 

Memorial Day Parade May 31

New Police Vehicles in Service

Village Thanks Upstate Work Crews
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computers, printers and scanners, as well 
as other emergency response equipment.   
 The grant was used to purchase 
additional radio equipment compatible 
with other local, county, state and federal 
agencies for use during incidents; a 
multi-use generator to sustain emergency 
operations for prolonged periods of 
time; and night vision devices capable 
of surveillance and law enforcement 
operations in low-light environments.

Mayor Mary Bossart and Deputy Mayor Charles Joyce 
carry the Village wreath at the Memorial Day ceremony.


