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E
December 7
Pearl Harbor Day
December 7 At 7 P.M.
BOARD OF TRUSTEES
December 9 At 7 P.M.
BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS
December 15 At 7 P.M.
PLANNING BOARD

RVCFD Holds Annual Memorial Service
The Rockville Centre Fire Department
paid tribute to those we lost over the past year
at its annual memorial service. Mayor Francis
X. Murray, Deputy Mayor Kathleen Baxley,
Trustee Nancy Howard, Trustee Emilio Grillo,
Trustee Michael Sepe and residents joined
Chief Eric Burel and the RVCFD at Firemans
Memorial Park to pay respect to the five
members who passed away since last October:
Honorary Chief Harold Buck, Honorary
Chief Charles F. Kee, Honorary Chief John
Easterman, honorary member Jack McKeon
and Chief Charles W. Jaeger.

Friday, December 25
VILLAGE OFFICES CLOSED
Christmas Observed
Friday, January 1
VILLAGE OFFICES CLOSED
New Year’s Day Observed
January 4 At 7 P.M.
BOARD OF TRUSTEES
January 6 At 7 P.M.
BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS
Monday, January 18
VILLAGE OFFICES CLOSED
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR DAY
January 19 At 7 P.M.
PLANNING BOARD
January 20 At 7 P.M.
BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS
Log onto www.rvcny.gov for detailed
information on how to virtually attend
each meeting.

Holiday Sanitation Schedule
Thursday, November 26, 2020
No trash collection
Friday, December 25, 2020
No trash collection
Friday, January 1, 2021
No trash collection

Monday, January 18, 2021

No trash collection
During holiday weeks, no newspaper or bulk
collections on Wednesday

Village Hall Hours

One College Place, P.O. Box 950
Rockville Centre, New York 11571
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Cashier & Registrar 8:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.
Court Counter 8:00 A.M. - 3:30 P.M.
Electric/Water Billing 8:00 A.M. - 4:00 P.M.
Tax Department 8:30 A.M. - 4:00 P.M.
Closed Saturday and Sunday

“These individuals put the needs of
others before their own, instinctively ran into
dangerous situations while others fled, and
left their homes and families at all hours of the
night to serve their neighbors,” commented
Mayor Francis X. Murray.  
Honorary Chief Charles F. Kee served
as a member of Reliance Hose Company No.
3 for 56 years. During his tenure with the
department, he served as financial secretary,
recording secretary and as a member of

various committees. In 2015, Kee was
awarded the Lynbrook Elks Firefighter of the
Year.   Honorary Chief Harold Buck joined
the Alert Engine and Hose Co. No. 2 in
1964 and held various positions over his 55
years of service to the department, including
president and treasurer of the Rockville Centre
Fire Department Benevolent Association.  
Honorary Chief John Easterman held various
positions over his 60 years of service to the
department, including Captain and volunteer
on numerous boards.  Honorary member Jack
McKeon served the Fire Department for 10
years, from January 2010 until his death on
April 24. He became an honorary member
after his retirement from the Rockville Centre
Police Department, where he served as Police

Commissioner for 19 years.  Chief Charles W.
Jaeger joined the Alert Engine Co. No. 2 in
1969, and held various titles over the 51 years
of service to the department, including Chief of
the department from 1993 to 1995.
“We thank these brave individuals for
their dedicated service and keeping Rockville
Centre safe,” continued Mayor Murray.  

Village of Rockville Centre Announces 1st
Holiday Lights Night
The Village of Rockville Centre is
currently seeking entries for its first “RVC
Holiday Lights Night,” a communitywide decorating contest. Homeowners
are invited to dig out their lights and
decorations to showcase their holiday spirit
and traditions to win bragging rights. Each
home entered in the contest will be included
in a community map that will be available
to residents. Residents are encouraged to
take a lights tour and cast their vote online
at www.rvcny.gov or by dropping off a ballot
with Santa and his helpers at Village Hall
on Sunday, December 13th from 6 to 8 p.m.
The winning designs will be announced on

the Village website and social media pages
on Tuesday, December 15th.
Homeowners can register their home
to be a part of the Village-wide contest
by calling the Recreation Center at 6789238 by December 9, 2020. Homes
should be fully decorated by December
10th and will be judged on curb appeal
in the following categories:
• Clark Griswold: Over the top
lighting and decorations.
• Martha Stewart: Design elements
that make Martha Stewart jealous.
• Party of Lights: Can we see your

home from space?
• Family Friendly: Displays that
engage our youngest residents
The community map and voting ballot
will be available at www.rvcny.gov early
on Sunday, December 13th. Residents
are encouraged to take the RVC Lights
Night tour that evening and cast their vote
either online or with Santa and his helpers
at Village Hall between 6 and 8 p.m. Due
to Covid-19, all participants are asked
to remain in their vehicles and to wear a
face covering when the windows are rolled
down. Let the decorating begin!

Mayor Murray Announces Free Parking on Saturdays in
December to Promote Local Holiday Shopping
As the holiday shopping season gets
underway, the Mayor, along with the Board
of Trustees, would like to remind residents
to shop local and promote our downtown. In
recognition of the importance of shopping
local, the Mayor announced that parking
will be free for patrons on Saturdays
during the month of December and on
Small Business Saturday on November
28th, a day dedicated to supporting local

www.rvcny.gov

small businesses and strengthening and
celebrating communities throughout the
United States.
“More than ever, it is vital that
we patronize our local businesses,”
commented Mayor Francis X Murray.  
“Shopping local can help ensure that
businesses in our community will get
through this pandemic and continue to
serve our Village for years to come.”

Downtown Rockville Centre remains a
diversified business district. The Village
is home to some one-of-a-kind specialty
boutiques, yet there are choices to meet the
needs of any family – home furnishings,
sporting goods, clothes, florists, drug
stores, gift shops, and a variety of other
options. A diverse selection of restaurants
allows residents and visitors to complete
a long day of shopping.

Find us on facebook

Around Our Community
Mayor’s Youth Task Force Beautifies Village Hall
A little rain could not stop the Mayor’s
Youth Task Force from sprucing up Village
Hall. The volunteers spent a wet afternoon
tending to the landscape at Village Hall and
planting mums for all to enjoy. Mayor Francis
Murray, Deputy Mayor Kathleen Baxley,
Trustee Nancy Howard, and Trustee Emilio

Grillo joined Co-Director of Department
of Public Works and Coordinator of the
Mayor’s Youth Task Force Gwynne Feiner,
John McPartland of the Parks Department
and the volunteers to thank them for a job
well done.
The Task Force is open to all Rockville
Centre residents in sixth grade through
college. Volunteers complete a variety of
tasks around the Village including cleaning
in the downtown business district and on the
playing fields weekend mornings, planting
and weeding in designated areas in the
Village and pitching in at the Sandel Senior
Center. Interested volunteers can visit the
village website at www.rvcny.gov to fill out
on online sign-up form.

Village Hosted
Community Forum on 5G

Village Announces
“I ♥ RVC” Contest
Back by popular demand, the Village
of Rockville Centre announced it will be
holding its second “I ♥ RVC!” contest.
In 2015, residents submitted a short
video clip of what they love most about
Rockville Centre.   Now, the Village is
inviting residents to share a drawing or
painting showcasing everything they love
about Rockville Centre.
Residents are encouraged to submit an
8.5” by 11” vertical drawing or painting
showcasing what they love most about

living, working and playing in Rockville
Centre.  
All artwork must be submitted by
Monday, January 11, 2021 at 11:59pm
EST and the contest is open to residents
of all ages.  Mayor Francis X. Murray and
the entire Board of Trustees will select
the winning submission, which will be
featured on the cover of the 2020 Annual
Report.  
For further information and submission
rules, please visit www.rvcny.gov.

Village Christmas Tree Lighting

Join the Mayor and the Board of
Trustees for the annual Christmas Tree lighting
at the Village Green on Thursday, December 3rd
at 7:30 p.m. Please wear a mask and practice
social distancing when possible.

January Tree Pick-ups

Village E-Alerts

Please take a moment and sign
up for the Village E-Alerts to receive timely
email notifications with Village news and
events. Subscribers can get the latest edition
of This Month in Rockville Centre, as well as
notifications from the Village. Residents can
sign up on the Village website at www.rvcny.gov.

Pearl Harbor Day

The Village of Rockville Centre
and American Legion Post #303 will host
ceremonies, including casting a wreath on the
water, at Mill River Park on Monday, December
7th beginning at 10:30 a.m., honoring the
courage and sacrifice of American troops who
defended Pearl Harbor in 1941.

Discarded
Christmas
trees
will be picked up from the curb-strip
beginning on Monday, December 28th on
your regular scheduled garbage collection
day. Discarded trees will be picked up
by the Village. Please remove all lights,
decorations, and tree stands.

Leaf pickup

Bagged leaves will continue to be
collected from the curb strip:
• Monday - South of Sunrise Highway
• Tuesday - North of Sunrise Highway (East of
Long Beach Road)
• Wednesday - North of Sunrise Highway
(between Hempstead Ave & Long Beach Road)
• Thursday - North of Sunrise Highway (West of
Hempstead Avenue)
Leaves should be placed in clear
plastic bags and placed at the curb strip. The
last day of leaf pickup is Thursday, December
10, 2020.

With some communities beginning the
installation of 5G, the Village of Rockville
Centre anticipates receiving 5G small cell
applications from Verizon in the near future
with other carriers likely to follow shortly
thereafter.   In order to inform the public
about these coming applications, the Village
held a community forum in October. The
forum featured a representative from the
New York Conference of Mayors, the Village
Attorney and other Village representatives,
as well as representatives from Verizon.
While
5G
promises
faster
communication and greater bandwidth than
existing technologies, the new wireless
technology requires small cell antennae
distributed throughout communities. These
will supplement cell towers, which will still
be required.   Because 5G signals travel
shorter distances, numerous local antennae
sites are needed.   Most of these sites will
be located on poles or other structures, at a

possible density up to 150 per square mile.  
The
Federal
Communications
Commission (FCC) has adopted regulations
designed to promote the installation of these
small cells. These regulations substantially
reduce the ability of local governments to
regulate the number, location or design
of the small cell antennae and related
equipment. In addition, the FCC regulations
impose strict time limits within which local
governments must act on permit applications,
which effectively prevent public hearings.  
Failure of a local government to adhere to
the federal regulations can lead to default
approvals, and attorneys’ fees against the
local government.
The informative forum is being
rebroadcasted on the Village television
station, Optimum’s Channel 18 or Verizon’s
Channel 37, or can be viewed on the Village
website at www.rvcny.gov.  

Real estate tax exemptions are
available
to volunteer firefighters with
Due to Covid-19, Village Hall is
currently closed to the public, but residents are five years or more of certified service and
urged to pay their utility bills online or by phone.   to veterans based on the date and type of
Residents can use their phone to call (516) military service. The maximum assessed
986-3178 and use the voice prompts to obtain value that may be exempted varies with the
monthly balance, past due amounts and to make status of the veteran claimant:  non-combat
payments. You can also pay online by going to and Cold War $697; combat $1,161; and
https://rvcnyelectric.merchanttransact.com/ to disabled up to $2,322 based on the percent
view your bill, make a payment and to switch to of disability.
Real estate tax exemptions are also
paperless billing.  Please be advised, the Village
available
to disabled homeowners and to
is in the process of switching to a new billing
senior
homeowners
65 and older with a 2019
system.  Bills will look different and feature new
gross
income
not
exceeding
$37,400.
account numbers for both electric and water
Applications are available on
accounts.  In addition, online bill payments may
experience a short break in service.  Please visit the Village website www.rvcny.gov under
Departments Tax Exemptions, or by calling
www.rvcny.gov for updates.
the Tax Office at 516-678-9242 or emailing
taxoffice@ rvcny.gov.
The filing deadline for all
Tax Office Announcements
Second half 2020/21 Village tax exemption applications is December 31,
bills are scheduled to be mailed the week 2020.
New property owners and those
of November 23rd.  Second half taxes must
be paid by January 4, 2021 to avoid any who have satisfied, refinanced or sold their
mortgage to another lending institution
penalties.
Due to Covid-19, Village Hall is should contact the Tax Office as soon as
currently closed to the public.   Payments possible either by telephone at (516) 678may be made: online at www.rvcny.gov by 9242, fax at (516) 593-1673 or email at
electronic check or credit card, dropped in taxoffice@rvcny.gov in order to avoid billing
the slot located to the right of the Village Hall errors that may lead to penalties for late real
Entrance at 1 College Place, or mailed to PO estate tax payments.
Box 950, Rockville Centre NY 11571-0950.

Village Billing

Around Our Community
Village Hall Comments by Deputy Mayor Kathleen Baxley
2020 is a year that no one is likely to
forget. We are enduring a pandemic unlike
anything we have ever experienced, and as
we think about the holiday season and how it
will be different this year, we also think about
family, and changes to traditions, and how we
have learned to adapt to being safe.
The Village was hit hard with the virus in
many ways, and as we mourn those we lost,
we also thank those who stepped up to help
others.   The frontline workers, especially
our RVC nurses, doctors, and paramedics
became our heroes.  The EMTs and members
of the RVCFD and RVCPD who were so
extremely busy during the early months were
our sources of strength.  As we stayed indoors
and emptied our closets and attics, and
learned to work and study and learn online,
our DPW and Water Department workers
helped us with carting away our discarded

items, keeping our sewers
working, and our roads cleared.  
More recently, our Electric
Department employees were
vital in helping us get power
back as quickly as they could
in August, and as changes
to
traditional
schooling
developed, the Village worked
with the school district to help
facilitate the changes.
So now that we approach
the end of 2020, we at the
Village want to celebrate our
community in a way that expresses our
love and support for each other.   Holiday
celebrations will be different, so we have
created a way to bring the community
together in a fun way this December.   I
am excited to introduce “RVC Holiday

Lights Night,” which we will
be celebrating on December
13th!   This night is a familyfun driving event that will get
us all into the holiday spirit.
“RVC Holiday Lights Night”
is a contest where homeowners
can sign up to have their
decorated house listed on a
Village map;   families are
invited to drive through RVC
following the map, and vote
for their favorite decorations in
four categories.   The evening
will culminate in a stop by Village Hall
where Rudolph, Frosty, and Santa will be
there to wave and distribute a treat to your
family.   And as an added event, families
can sign up to drive through the Recreation
Center to see Santa and Mrs. Claus and

friends on the following weekend.    More
details and signup information is available
on our village website www.rvcny.gov
While we try to create new events for our
residents to enjoy, please remember our local
shops and restaurants who have done their
absolute best to change with the times and
are open to serve you.  Keeping our downtown
businesses open and successful is a priority,
so we ask that you shop local for holiday gifts
and needs this year!
On behalf of the Mayor and the Board of
Trustees, we wish everyone in our Village a
happy, and most importantly, a healthy holiday
season and new year, and I hope we return
back to “normal” in 2021. We have witnessed
this year how amazing our residents are as we
helped each other along the way. Let’s continue
this tradition of being kind and helpful, and the
world will truly be a better place.

Sandel Senior Center Thrives
In the face of Covid-19
restrictions, the Sandel Senior
Center is thriving. The Sandel
Senior Center opened its doors
for a limited number of members
on November 9th. Members are
returning to a renovated Senior
Center, new bus and a “Covid
Hero” at the helm.

Chris O’Leary, Director of
Senior Services, was recognized
as a “Covid Hero” by Nassau
County Legislator Debra Mulé.  
Throughout
the
Covid-19
pandemic, Chris has used her
ingenuity to support the health
and wellness of Rockville
Centre’s aging population at
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home. Under her direction, the
Sandel Senior Center launched
its new television program,
Sandel TV, the Sandel Center
Newsletter, and a variety of zoom
classes and programs to keep
members engaged.
“Chris O’Leary and the
Sandel Senior Center has been
a true lifeline for our older
population,”
stated
Mayor
Francis X. Murray. “She is a
true Covid Hero worthy of this
honor for her dedication to our
residents.”
Thanks to a generous
donation by the Friends of
Senior Services, Inc. (FOSSI)
and a member bequest, the
Sandel Senior Center has made
some improvements. A fresh
coat of paint compliments new
couches, chairs, and tables
in the great room, as well as a
new spaced out dining room.
FOSSI was also instrumental
in providing members with
a new handicap accessible
bus. The additional bus, made
possible by a grant from the
New York State Department of
Transportation and a donation
from FOSSI, will provide all
Sandel members with a barrierfree access to transportation
services.
For information about the
Sandel Center, or any of the
programs and services offered
there call 678-9245.

Rockville Centre Police Department Takes Top Award
The Village of Rockville Centre has
won a Gold Award in AAA Northeast’s
Community Traffic Safety Awards
Program. The Village was cited for its many
traffic safety efforts including addressing
aggressive driving along Sunrise Highway.  
The Rockville Centre Police Department
deployed speed trailers at high impact
locations and utilized unmarked vehicles
to saturate roadways.  This detail resulted
in an 8% drop in traffic incidents from the
previous year. In addition, the Rockville

Centre Police Department also conducted
child car seat inspections/installations
and participated in a wide variety of
enforcement programs such as “Click it or
Ticket” and “Stop DWI.”
AAA Northeast is a not-for-profit auto
club with 62 offices in New York, New
Jersey, Connecticut, Massachusetts, New
Hampshire and Rhode Island, providing
more than 5.2 million local AAA members
with travel, insurance, finance and autorelated services.

In addition, Rockville Centre Police
Officers John Siraco and Kyle Coppola
were named RVCPD’s “Cop of the Month”
for their dedicated performance of duty.
Mayor Francis X. Murray, Deputy Mayor
Kathy Baxley, Trustee Nancy Howard and
Trustee Emilio Grillo joined with Rockville
Centre Police Commissioner James
Vafeades to commend the Officers for their
diligence and highly professional conduct
that resulted in the safe custodialization of
a violent mental aided subject.

The John A. Anderson Recreation Center
Village Appoints Deputy
Superintendent of Recreation
The Village of Rockville Centre
has appointed Karen Polito as Deputy
Superintendent of Recreation. She will also
be Acting Superintendent while the Village
continues its search for a candidate to fill
that role on a permanent basis.
“Karen’s vast experience, knowledge
of our Village, and ability to work with our
youth, makes her the obvious person for the
job,” commented Mayor Francis X. Murray.   

“I look forward to continuing to work
alongside Karen to bring quality programs
to our youth.”
Karen has been an employee of the
Village for 19 years and throughout her time
has served as a Tennis Instructor, Summer
Playground Supervisor, educator in the
Preschool Program, as well as Supervisor
for that program.

Winter Program
Registration
Registration for our Winter Programs
continues during the month of December.
Registration is open until classes reach
their maximum enrollment. Along with
our perennially popular programs such as
Gymnastics, Taekwondo and Tumbles, we
also offer Learn to Play Chess for kids,
Ninja Challenge, Pint-sized Picasso, CrossFit Kids, as well as Animal Rescue Journal
Class. Check out the schedule on our
website or register online at rockvillecentre.
recdesk.com.   Programs begin on January
4th.  

Food Donations
Needed
The Recreation Center is accepting donations
of canned food and dry goods as well as frozen
turkeys for distribution to families in our
community.  Coupons for turkeys and gift cards
for grocery stores may be dropped off at the
Recreation Center as well.

Chanukah Celebration
to Go

33RD Annual Mayor’s
Golf Classic a Success
The 33rd Annual Mayor’s Golf Classic
proved to be a success this October. The
fundraiser for the RVC Community Fund
raised over $35,000 to allow the Rockville
Centre Community Fund to fill its mission
to help residents in the Village who have
emergency financial needs.
“Due to the Covid-19 pandemic, the
Community Fund has seen an increase
in need from community members,”
commented Mayor Francis X. Murray. “I

would like to thank all of our sponsors and
golfers who came out to support our fellow
neighbors during these trying times.”
Founded in 1987, the RVC Community
Fund is a not-for-profit tax-exempt charity
that responds quickly and confidentially
to requests for assistance or to referrals by
friends and neighbors of individuals facing
financial difficulties. Since its inception,
the Community Fund has raised over $1.8
million.

The National Council of Jewish Women and
the Recreation Department will be distributing
Chanukah gift bags at the Recreation Center
from 5 to 6:30 p.m. on Monday, December
14th. Preschool and elementary school
children of all faiths are invited to pick up a
goodie bag.  Please bring a new unwrapped toy
to be donated to local charities.

Cardboard, product packaging, magazines,
catalogs, and junk mail can all be recycled on
Wednesdays. Please consolidate cardboard by
flattening and tying.

Please check on www.rockvillecentre.
recdesk.com for more information.

Recreation
Department Gift
Certificates
Gift certificates of any denomination are
available for your holiday gift giving. This is the
perfect gift for your children or grandchildren
and can be applied to any program!

New This Year - DriveThru Santa At the
Recreation Center
Come wave hello to Santa and Mrs. Claus,
as well as Frosty and Rudolph. Pre-register
online at rockvillecentre.recdesk.com. There
is no fee for this event.

North Pole Calling
Children in pre-kindergarten through second
grade can speak directly to Santa with their
holiday wish-lists again this year on Tuesday,
December 15th or Wednesday, December 16th.  
Parents can fill out a “helpful hints” sheet at
the Recreation Center or on rockvillecentre.
recdesk.com.

Annual Mitten
and Hat Tree

Wednesday is Paper Day!

Holiday Recess Events

The Rockville Centre Recreation Department
requests residents to share their warm holiday
feelings with those less fortunate by donating
new hats and mittens of all sizes and colors
beginning December 1st. The donations will
be hung on the Mitten and Hat Tree in the
Recreation Center lounge.

DETAILED
INFORMATION FOR
ALL ACTIVITIES CAN
BE FOUND AT THE
RECREATION CENTER
OFFICE OR ON THE
VILLAGE WEBSITE AT
WWW.RVCNY.GOV
CLICK ON THE
RECREATION
DEPARTMENT LINK.

Happy Holidays
Happy New Year
The Village of Rockville Centre extends its best wishes
to all of our residents for a healthy and happy
holiday season and a prosperous New Year.
Mayor Francis X. Murray
Deputy Mayor Kathleen Baxley

PLEASE NOTE

All paint must be disposed of through the Town of Hempstead’s
STOP Program.
Please call 378-4210 with any further questions.

*DO NOT DISCARD USED MEDICAL NEEDLES IN HOUSEHOLD REFUSE

Trustee Michael Sepe
Trustee Emilio Grillo
Trustee Nancy Howard

